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THIS MONTH MARKS the 70th anniversary 
of the commencement of what became known as 
the Spanish Civil War, when Spanish generals 
embarked on a military revolt to overthrow the 
multi-party Popular Front government of Spain. 
While in Europe Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy 
supplied weapons and most infamously bombed 
Guernica and other cities on behalf of the Spanish 
generals, other European nations’ leaders stood by 
with a disgraceful policy of “non-intervention” 

Dolores Ibarruri, the Spanish Communist 
deputy known as “La Pasionaria”, who became an 
anti-fascist hero throughout the world, warned 
the peoples of Western Europe prophetically with 
the words “Stop the bombs on Madrid and 
Barcelona or they may fall on London and Paris”. 

For three years the Spanish people fought to 
hold back the insurgency which was to have 
international significance for the balance of fascist 
forces in Europe. They were joined by over 40,000 
volunteers from across the world who fought in 
the International Brigades in an unprecedented 
act of solidarity. Governments which professed a 
belief in democracy tried in vain to prevent their 
citizens joining the anti-fascist army. Some of the 
greatest progressives of a generation, labour 
movement activists, poets and artists, were never 
to return. Nearly half the volunteers were killed, 
reported missing or totally disabled. Ultimately 
the Spanish people, the international volunteers 
and friends were defeated in 1939 and Spain was 
to become a military dictatorship from then until 
the death of General Franco in 1975. 

Of course, one of the lessons of those tumultuous 
events in Spain is the need for eternal vigilance. 
The international battle against the poison-packed 
politics of fascism rages on. For example, in Sweden, 
the spectacle of 900 nazis, many of them uniformed, 
tramping through the centre of Stockholm on the 
country’s National Day can hardly have been an 
edifying one. Many of those taking part were 
convicted criminals and not a few of those will be 
contesting elections in Sweden this autumn. 

We reported extensively last month on the violent 
activities of Russian nazis in Moscow, St Petersburg 
and other Russian cities. Considering the mighty 
struggle waged by the Russian people against the 
Nazi hordes from June 1941 until May 1945, it is 
shocking that nazis can now regard Russia's major 
cities as a playground in which they can treat anti- 
racists and anti-fascists as objects to be persecuted, 
hunted and made victims of the most vile physical 
assaults and murder. Now, maybe, the Russian 
authorities are slowly waking up to the fascist threat. 
The crackdown on the so-called Mad Crew gang in 
St Petersburg reported in this issue is to be 
welcomed and will, we hope, be the start of a 
campaign to counter the rising tide of nazi 
criminality. We urge readers to keep up the pressure 
on the Russian government to act against the fascists 
by signing Searchlight’s online protest letter at: 
www.searchlightmagazine.com/pages/DefendRussi 
anAntiFascists.php. ~= 
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Home news 





The British National 
Party always says it has 
no more criminals 
among its activists than 
any other political 
party. This is blatantly 
not the case. The BNP 
continues to be packed 
full of criminals, many of 
them violent, and party 
leaders far from 
distancing their 
organisation from its 
errant members pledge 
their support. 

Sonia Gable reports on 
the most recent court 
appearances by BNP 
officers, activists and 
councillors. 


ritish National Party leaders 

are standing by the party’s 

Worcestershire | organiser 

Kevin Hughes who was 
sentenced to 30 months in prison for a 
vicious and unprovoked racial assault. 
Simon Darby, the party's director of 
information technology and West 
Midlands regional organiser, visited 
Hughes in prison on 17 June together 
with Simon Smith, one of the BNP’s 
new councillors in Sandwell. 

Hughes, who acted as election agent 
in David Enderby’s successful council 
election campaign in Redditch in this 
year’s local elections, was found guilty 
of racially aggravated common assault 
at Worcester Crown Court on 24 May. 

Darby, who though not listed 
officially as BNP deputy leader was set 
to take over had Nick Griffin been 
jailed after his own trial, said, “We are 
100 per cent behind Kevin and the day 
he steps out of prison is the day he 
gets his job back”. 

Hughes was charged after he 
walked into the Chicago Rocks café in 
Worcester, approached an_ Iraqi 
asylum seeker and punched and 
racially abused him. The attack 
appears to have been unprovoked. 

The BNP leadership has said it will 
do everything it can to “release one of 
our key activists” The party’s website 
describes him as a political prisoner 
and refers to the assault for which a 
jury found him guilty as “the alleged 
incident”. It encourages members to 
write to him in prison though only if 
they “include a stamped addressed 
envelope”. Hughes has lodged an 
appeal. 

In Burnley another BNP racist faced 
calls to resign as a councillor after 
being convicted of a racially 
aggravated public order offence. 
Magistrates gave Brian Turner a 
community order with the maximum 
300 hours’ unpaid work and a four- 
month curfew. 

The court heard that he shouted a 
racist comment at a group of 
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Asian men in Burnley and told them 
to go back “to their own country”. 
Police, who were dealing with fights in 
the area, had just asked Turner and 
two friends to step back. 

Turner, 43, a self-employed painter 
and decorator, said he intended to 
carry on as a councillor because he had 
been “found guilty of something | have 
not done” If he is sentenced to three 
months or more in prison, he will 
automatically be struck off the council. 

This was not Turner's first conviction 
since he was elected to Burnley 
councillor for Cliviger and Worsthorne 
in May 2003. Last September 
Manchester Magistrates’ Court gave 
him a three-year football banning 
order for a public order offence. In the 
same month he was ordered to do 100 
hours of community service after he 
pleaded guilty to assaulting his wife 
and a police officer. 

On that occasion David Jones, a BNP 
spokesman for the North West, said 
the BNP was “reluctant to take action 
against any of our members purely 
because they fall foul of the 
establishment”. Ignoring the nature of 
the crime and Turner’s guilty plea, he 
continued: “We are not in the business 
of persecuting our members because 
the state considers someone guilty”. 
Turner has 11 earlier convictions. 

After this latest conviction, local 
leaders of other political parties all 
said Turner should go. Gordon 
Birtwistle, Liberal Democrat and 
leader of Burnley Council, said, “He is 
not a fit and proper person to 
represent the people of his ward”. 

The Conservative leader Peter 
Doyle said, “This is the second offence 
he has been found guilty of during 
his time as councillor and in that 
time he has attended just three out 
of 11 council meetings”. 

And Julie Cooper, Labour’s deputy 
leader, added: “We have a res- 
ponsibility to set an example and if 
any individual breaks the law by 
committing such an offence then | 


don't think they are suited for the role 
as a councillor”. 

Meanwhile in Calderdale in West 
Yorkshire, Councillor Richard Mulhall is 
attempting to get his trial on benefit 
fraud charges shifted from the county 
because, says his solicitor, he cannot 
expect a fair trial there. 

Mulhall is one of two BNP councillors 
on Halifax-based Calderdale Council. 
There were three but his former BNP 
councillor colleague Adrian Marsden 
decided not to stand again in May. 

Marsden has since been arrested 
in connection with the theft of 
Searchlight newspapers from a local 
anti-fascist group during the election 
campaign. At the time of writing 
Marsden had not yet been charged 
though the police investigation 
was continuing. 

The BNP failed to hold the seat 
Marsden had vacated or gain any new 
seats. Mulhall’s own seat in Illingworth 
and Mixenden was not up for election 
this year. 

Mulhall, leader of the depleted BNP 
council group, appeared at the Crown 
Court in neighbouring Bradford on 13 
June charged with making a false 
representation to obtain jobseeker’s 
allowance, two similar charges relating 
to housing benefit and a further two 
charges involving council tax benefit. 
The offences are alleged to have 
occurred between January 2003 and 
March 2005, and arise from a joint 
investigation by Calderdale Council and 
the Department of Work and Pensions. 

Mulhall, 38, entered no pleas to the 
charges. The court was asked to hold 
the trial “outside West Yorkshire” on 
the grounds that he would not get a 
fair trial locally. 

Judge Linda Sutcliffe adjourned the 
case until 28 June for legal arguments. 
Mulhall was released on bail. His trial, 
which is scheduled to last three 
days, is expected to be fixed at the 
next hearing. 

An accusation that he sent an 
offensive letter to a Labour councillor 
in Calderdale has landed another BNP 
activist in court. Brian Darren 
Wainwright has been charged with 
sending a letter conveying an 
indecent or offensive message. 

It is alleged that he sent Councillor 
Mohammed Najib letters purporting 
to be from the nazi terror group 
Combat 18. Councillor Najib, who was 
first elected in 1986 and has been 
deputy mayor, is believed to have 
received letters that threatened to 
spill blood and made derogatory 
comments about Allah. 

Wainwright, 37, appeared before 
Calderdale magistrates on 4 May, when 
his case was adjourned until 12 July. 
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Wainwright stood unsuccessfully for 
the BNP in the 2004 elections to 
Calderdale council and as the BNP 
candidate for Hull North in last year’s 
general election. 

In Essex, Matthew Single, a BNP 
candidate in Basildon in the May 
elections, has appeared in court 
charged with assault. Single, 34, of 
South Woodham Ferrers, is alleged to 
have attacked a 27-year-old man who 
was delivering anti-racist leaflets in 
Grays on 20 November. 

The leaflets were part of a local 
anti-fascist campaign against the BNP 
in the Grays Riverside by-election. 
Emma Colgate, the BNP candidate, was 
hoping to regain the council seat once 
held briefly for the party by Nick Geri 
but could do no better than third place. 

Single pleaded not guilty at Grays 
Magistrates’ Court and was ordered to 
reappear at the same court on 24 July 
to set a trial date. 

In the May local elections, Single 
came last of three candidates in 
Laindon ward with less than 20% of 
the vote. 

Finally, it is not only the male BNP 
members who are prone to violence. 
Angela Clarke, who resigned from 
Bradford Council in February, was fined 
£200 at Bradford Magistrates’ Court 
after she admitted resisting arrest. 

Clarke, 37, had been drinking when 
police saw her arguing with a woman 
behind a pub in Keighley last 
September. As officers approached 
she became abusive. They left after 
Paul O’Gara intervened and said he 
would “calm her down”. 

But the argument continued and 
police decided to go back. “Clarke's 
language was not impressive and for 
that reason they arrested her,’ the 
prosecutor said. 

“She became abusive, making life 
difficult for the officers. When the 
officers arrested her, O’Gara took hold 
of Clarke and resisted officers when 
they came to remove his arms from 
her.’ O'Gara, 41, also admitted resisting 
police and received the same fine. 

Clarke was elected to Bradford 
Council in June 2004. She resigned 
after being verbally abused by a senior 
BNP member but retains her position 
on Keighley Town Council. While on 
Bradford Council she rarely said a 
word at meetings and voted against 
street improvements supported by all 
the other parties that would have 
benefited residents of her ward. 

The BNP now has its own offshoot 
dedicated to supporting “British 
nationalists” in court. “Civil Liberty” 
will certainly have its work cut out 
looking after the gang of criminals 
that is the BNP. -< 
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An everyday tale of a BNP activist 


By Sonia Gable 


irmingham’s wrongly elected 

BNP councillor has denied 

saying that she would not 

support England in the World 
Cup because the team has too many 
black players. 

The Birmingham Mail discovered the 
racist Comments on Ms Ebanks's website, 
which she uses for an “advice column” 
relating to her disputed council seat in 
Kingstanding. 

As well as being festooned with BNP 
slogans, the website hosts a busy chat 
forum in which Ebanks appears to discuss 
her reasons for not supporting England. 

“The England team is not English, and 
shouldn't be called the England team,’ 
reads one comment. “| won't support 
them. The English are a race of people. 
If England is playing, it should be English 
people ... They hope you won't complain 
about ethnics if there is one in your 
favourite team. 

“What better way of introducing you to 
the acceptability of being swamped than 
via your favourite game?” 

Ms Ebanks told the Birmingham Mail 
that the comments were not hers. 
“Several Sharons sign onto that forum 
under that name. The advice bureau 
column is mine but several people have 
access to the site under that name. 

“| am not aware of writing any football 
comments on that site. | am not 
interested in football so | do not see fit to 
comment. Those are not my views. | have 
no opinion on football” 

The BNP's own website has also found 
it necessary to reassure readers that the 
party would be supporting the England 
team, albeit through gritted teeth. 
The BNP is clearly in a dilemma. It does 
not want to alienate its voters most of 
whom are keen supporters of the 
team and fly the England flag from 
their vehicles and homes, nor does 
it want to upset its members by 
moderating its racist principles. 

“All BNP members, the length 
and breadth of the British Isles, will 
be cheering on our team —- 
regardless of who actually ends up 
playing in it’ the BNP news team 
explained. But after pointing out that 
the leader of the BNP’s group on 
Epping Forest District Council is 
Jewish and that the BNP is itself 





diverse because it “has a huge number of 
members of wholly or part Irish, Scottish 
and Welsh descent’, the article continues, 
“as for the squad members of African 
descent, we most certainly don't accept 
the PC fiction that they are ‘English! They 
never can be...” 

In the 2002 World Cup the BNP actually 
urged people to support Denmark 
because they were an all-white team. 

The controversy over the football 
comments on Ms Ebanks's website is just 
one of three in which she has been 
involved since she was wrongly declared 
elected as Birmingham's first BNP 
councillor. Just after the May election, she 
denied writing a string of “white power” 
messages on another site, one of which 
described Adolf Hitler as a“personal Jesus" 

But she has been hiding a secret 
that would put in jeopardy her BNP 
membership. Although she has 
condemned mixed-race marriages her 
father was black. 

After emigrating to England from 
Jamaica in 1958, Radwell Ebanks married 
Ms Ebanks's white mother in 1963 but 
they soon split up and she spent much of 
her early years in care. Mr Ebanks then 
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married Glenys, whom he met while she 
was working in a betting shop in West 
Bromwich. The couple took Sharon out of 
care to look after her with her own 
daughter from her first marriage. 

But, Glenys Ebanks told the Sunday 
Mercury, “Sharon was a wild child and 
she created a lot of trouble at home 
and at school. 

“| was called to her school one day 
because she had been making a fuss by 
going round telling everyone she was a 
half-caste.’ 

When she was 15 she had a baby even 
though she was back in care and living in 
a children’s home. Social Services found 
her a flat but it soon became squalid and 
her son ended up being adopted. 

Mrs Ebanks said: “Sharon later had 
a boyfriend called Adrian who she 
said was Irish but we suspected that 
he was Indian. 

"She started calling herself Shah and 
had one of those red marks [a bindil 
painted on her forehead. Sharon went 
her own way, even though we kept in 
occasional touch!’ 

Sharon Ebanks could not have joined 
the BNP if she had admitted she had a 
black father so she told people she had 
been adopted and spent time in 24 care 
homes because of her abusive black 
adoptive father. 

“Although she was in care, she was 
never adopted and she never had a black 
stepfather. It was her natural father who 
was black and he was the kindest and 
gentlest of men,’ Glenys Ebanks 
explained. When he died of cancer in 
2003, Ms Ebanks was invited to his 
funeral but did not turn up. 
Kingstanding should soon have a 
properly elected councillor after the 
High Court ordered an_ official 
scrutiny and recount of the votes in 
London on 3 July. The court heard 
that a substantial number of Ms 
Ebanks's votes must have been 
double counted because the 
total number of votes declared 
was much higher than the votes 
that could have been cast on the 
ballot papers issued. The result was 
challenged by Catherine Grundy, the 
Labour candidate who should have 
won the seat. She was represented by 
Gavin Millar, QC. ~<#i 


BNP defends Holocaust denier 


By Gerry Gable 


THE BNP’S MEDIA spokesman has 
leapt to the defence of a BNP council 
election candidate who was sacked as an 
assistant warden at a Plymouth 
University hall of residence because of 
the racist contents of his weblog. 

Liam Birch, who is standing in a 
council by-election in Southway ward on 
22 June, came to the attention of 
the Monitoring Group Rural Racism 
Project in Plymouth after his nomination 
was announced. The Monitoring 
Group approached Searchlight, which 
provided it with further evidence of 
Birch’s offensive racism and extreme 
antisemitism. 

We found a series of statements Birch 
had posted on a student forum denying 
that the Nazis exterminated millions of 
Jews in gas chambers, using arguments 
from the discredited nazi Leuchter 
Report and asserting that the chimney to 
a gas chamber “was/is a Soviet dummy”. 
He also denied that Nazi guards enjoyed 
watching people suffer and blamed the 
Second World War on “worldwide 
Judea”: “The Jews declared war on the 
Nazi’s [sic], not the other way round”. 

Some of his postings were 
accompanied by the emblem of White 
Pride Worldwide, a symbol widely 
adopted by nazis, racists and 
antisemites. A comment by someone 
described as Liam’s friend expressed 
admiration for him because, “he wants 
to throw the Jew down the well”. 

The Monitoring group made 
prompt and efficient use of this 
information to persuade the university’s 
Vice Chancellor, Professor Roland 
Levinsky, to sack Birch from his role at 
one of the halls of residence, which 
caters for students of many racial and 
religious backgrounds. 

In a statement issued on 8 June, the 
university said, “Mr Liam Birch has now 
been relieved of his responsibilities as an 
Assistant Warden at the university, 
following an investigation into the 
contents of his personal web-blog. 
The university in no way condones 
the actions of this student and is 
clear that the blog is highly offensive 
and contrary to our equality and 
diversity ethos. Mr Birch met with 
university staff yesterday and has agreed 
to remove the offensive material.” 


Birch, who is studying for a BSc in 
sociology, has been seen selling the 
BNP’s monthly newspaper, The Voice of 
Freedom, on campus. He is on good terms 
with the BNP leader Nick Griffin, with 
whom he no doubt discusses the finer 
points of Holocaust denial. The evidence 
of his antisemitism and Holocaust denial 
will not help the BNP’s attempt to shed 
its extremist image. 

Stuart Russell, the BNP’s national 
press officer, said Birch’s blogs did not 
“show Nazi sympathies ... Liam tells me 
that on matters of ‘Holocaust denial’, 
like the rest of us, he must accept it as a 
fundamental truth or face arrest and 
prosecution by the EU police Europol,” 
a statement that appears to be limited to 
saying that Holocaust deniers should 
best not express their views in public. 

Russell went on to say, “Liam is not 
antisemitic and his girlfriend is half 
Jewish”. It is not known what she thinks 
of this photograph of Birch in a T-shirt 
reading “Dead women don't say no’, 
with a Confederate stars and bars flag, 
popular among white supremacists, on 
the wall. Fellow students say that Birch 
cheated on her. 

Birch’s interest in the Middle East 
is not limited to his antisemitism. 
Asked about which politicians he 
most admired, he replied: “President 
Ahmadinejad for standing up to Israel”. 
On a holiday to Egypt he was pictured 
wearing Arab dress and badly arranged 

























headgear. There have also been 
allegations that he was behind weblog 
entries in praise of Adolf Hitler, Saddam 
Hussein and Osama bin Laden. 

His Arab and Middle Eastern 
sympathies are mirrored by those of 
Griffin, who once made a trip to 
Libya to seek financial support from 
Colonel Gaddafi, has praised Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the former religious 
extremist dictator of Iran, and used a 
Saudi Arabian company to print the 
BNP’s monthly newspaper The Voice of 
Freedom \ast year at the height of the 
BNP’s anti-Islam campaign. It is then 
somewhat hypocritical for the BNP 
website to complain about the brutal 
treatment of British nationals in Saudi 
Arabian custody. 

As for Russell, lying appears to 
be fundamental to his existence. 
When speaking to the media he always 
parades under the alias Dr Phil (or 
Phill) Edwards, despite the fact that he 
does not have any sort of qualification 
in that name. Strangely the rest of his 
family go under their real names, as 
does Russell when he has to appear in 
legal proceedings. S| 


Above: nice fellow, 
shame about the 
dress. Liam Birch on 
holiday in Egypt. 
Left: Birch greets BNP 
leader Nick Griffin 
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Another week, another by-election 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY is 
making every effort to fight by- 
elections all around the country 
after gaining 32 new councillors on 
4 May, but has reverted to its usual 
losing form. 

In Scarborough’s Stepney ward on 
11 May, Patricia Scott gained 154 
votes (12.5%) for the BNP, coming fifth 
out of six candidates in an election 
won by the Green Party. 

In Tangmere ward in Chichester the 
following week, a BNP candidate 
captured a mere 41 votes (6.5%) 
coming third out of five 
candidates in an election in 
which the Conservative 
beat the Liberal Democrat 
by just three votes. 

Hartlepool brought a BNP 
candidate fourth place out of 
five in Brus ward on 8 June 
in a contest postponed from 
4 May because of a candi- 
date's death. In a low 18.4% 
turnout, the BNP got 
13.5% with 117 votes and 
Labour held the seat comfort- 
ably. The UK Independence 
Party urged its supporters to 
vote for the independent 
candidate. 

Christopher Hill came 
bottom of the poll in a 
Lancaster City Council 
by-election in Skerton West 
on 22 June against Conser- 
vative and Labour oppo- 
nents. Hill, who looked pretty 
dejected at the count, is a 
mature student at Lancaster 
university. 

Liam Birch, also a student, 
stood for the BNP in 
Plymouth on the same day 
against Labour, Conserva- 
tive, Liberal Democrat, Green 
and UK Independence Party 
candidates. His poor 5.3% of 
the vote followed exposure 
of his Holocaust denial and 
Nazi sympathies (see page 7). 


Name 


Scott 


Name 


Name 


Results 
Stepney ward, Scarborough B.C. 


Jonathan Dixon 
Heather Phillips 
Margaret Pitts 
Patricia Marsburg 


Neil Buglass 
Tangmere ward, Chichester D.C. 


Brenda Atlee 
Betty Rudkin 
Andrew Emerson 
James McCulloch 
Patrick O'Sullivan 


Brus ward, Hartlepool 


Trevor Rogan 
Michelle Plant 
Jean Pearson 
Roy Gibson 
Kelvin Mayson 


Southway ward, Plymouth C.C. 


James Kirk 
Brenda Brookshaw 
Terrance O’Connor 
Liam Birch 


councillor on 4 May against only a 
Labour opponent. 

Tameside Metropolitan Borough has 
by-elections in two wards on 29 June 
and the BNP is contesting both of 
them. Anthony David Jones is standing 
in Denton South and Paul Hindley in 
Stalybridge North. Both face Con- 
servative, Labour, Liberal Democrat 
and Green opponents. 

In May the BNP fought five Tameside 
wards, took more than 20% of the vote 
in four of them and came second in 
three. Neither of the current by- 


Votes 


341 


Party 

Green 
Conservative 
Lib Dem 1 
Labour 
BNP 1 


11 May 2006 


% 


27.6 
20.5 


6.9 


14.7 


2 


elections are in wards where the BNP 
stood in May. 

Danny Warville is the BNP candidate 
in a by-election in the London 
Borough of Redbridge on 13 July in 
Bridge ward following the death of a 
Conservative councillor. The BNP has 
one councillor in Redbridge - Julian 
Leppert, elected on 4 May. 

Warville kept a very low profile in 
the BNP until a couple of years ago 
when he was appointed as the party’s 
counter-intelligence officer in London. 
Fellow activists see him as tough and 
very disciplined. He was among 
the group of BNP activists who 
were rushed north to Leeds 
during the trial of Nick Griffin and 
Mark Collett at the beginning of 
the year after the regular heavy 
mob had gone on strike. 

Warville acted as election 
agent for Rod Law, an RMT 
member, who won a seat on 
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Epping Forest council in 
Loughton Alderton ward in May. 
When during the campaign Law 
shouted at Bob Crow, the RMT 
leader, “Watch out we're coming 
up behind you, we know where 
you live’, Warville appeared to be 
trying to keep a lid on things. 
More recently Warville turned 
up with the football hooligan 
Jason Douglas, Law and a handful 
of other BNP members “minding” 
Leppert as he went to attend a 
Redbridge council meeting. 
Again Warville seemed to be the 
most restrained of those present. 
Also on 13 July, Michael John 
Clark is the BNP candidate in an 
Ashfield council by-election in 
Hucknall West ward. This area has 
been a hotspot for BNP violence 
and threats to its political 
opponents in the past. Some of 
the key BNP activists and officers 
in the area, who were BNP by day 
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and ran with the nazi terrorist 
group Combat 18 by night, 
appear to have moved on, but 
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Shut down Redwatch says MP 


AN MP HAS called for action to close 
down a far-right website that 
publishes anti-fascists’ names and 
addresses, following a knife attack on 
a trade union leader. 

Alec McFadden, president of 
Merseyside Trades Council, was 
almost blinded in a knife attack in 
front of his two young daughters in 
their Merseyside home. He had 
coordinated a campaign against the 
British National Party and his name, 
picture and address appeared on the 
Redwatch website together with 
hundreds of others. 

Labour MP Angela Eagle urged 
ministers to take action against 
Redwatch after the attack on her 
constituent. Calling for “rigorous 
action” against sites that incite to 
violence, she told the Commons on 
21 June: “There appears to be a 
pattern of violence which is aimed at 
individuals who are targeted by this 


,@ 


The man behind 
Redwatchi Kevin 
Watmough 


website which cannot simply be a 
coincidence. 

“Hate websites do not deserve the 
protection of the principles of 
freedom of speech when they seek to 
prevent others from exercising their 
democratic rights,’ she continued. 

Responding, Vernon Coaker, a 
junior Home Office minister, said it 
was difficult to shut down websites 
such as Redwatch that are hosted 
overseas. However people who 
incite others to commit crimes 
could be prosecuted regardless of 
where the website is hosted. 

Earlier in the day a Home Office 
spokesperson said the Home 
Office was working with the 
Association of Chief Police Officers to 
try to tackle the sort of incitement 
that appears on the Redwatch 
website. “We believe the existing 
legislative framework is enough for 
tackling this,’ she said. 

A good example was set in Canada 
last month when a man pleaded 
guilty in a Quebec court to wilfully 
promoting hatred through a racist 
website that he created and 
managed. He could face up to two 
years in prison. 

Jean-Sebastien Presseault’s lawyer 
had argued that the court has no 
jurisdiction because the site was hosted 
in the USA, which has more permissive 
laws on free speech. The Jewish B'nai 
Brith Canada organisation said it was a 
“landmark” case. 

Redwatch is run by Kevin 
Watmough, leader of the minuscule 
British People’s Party and a veteran of 
Blood and Honour and Combat 18. 
BNP officers and members have 
regularly supplied information for 


> 


posting on the site. 

Martin Salter, Labour MP _ for 
Reading, used the debate to point 
out the danger of a government 
proposal to publish the names 
and addresses of sex offenders. 
He pointed out that Redwatch is 
linked to Noncewatch, which says, 
“nonces deserve nothing more than a 
decent British noose around their 
necks and a long drop”. 

He warned, “If we were to go down 
the road of adopting the ill thought- 
out Sarah’s Law ... people behind 
Redwatch would use that as an 
opportunity to trigger violent 
vigilante action’. 


@ Join Searchlight’s campaign to 
have Redwatch shut down and 
for those responsible to be 


prosecuted, by signing our online 
letter to the Home Secretary at 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 





Arson follows internet attack 
AN ARSON ATTACK on the offices of an Aids charity 


provided a stark demonstration of the danger from extremist 
websites. The office of Positive East, a charity that helps 
people affected by HIV and Aids, was gutted in the early 
hours of 9 June. 

Police initially treated the attack on the charity, based in a 
private house with no outward sign of its purpose, as a hate 
crime. A week later the detective constable in charge of the 
case decided it might not be a hate crime after all. 

Mark Santos, who runs the charity, was a Labour candidate 
in Hainault ward in the May local elections, the same ward 
where Julian Leppert, the BNP’s London mayoral candidate 
in 2004, was elected as Redbridge’s only British National 
Party councillor. 


A blog site operating under the name of Laban Tall, a 
character in Thomas Hardy’s novel Far from the Madding 
Crowd, had attacked the charity and Santos, objecting to the 
fact that local taxpayers were paying for it. The mysterious 
Tall also turned his attention to a local woman whose son had 
many years ago given evidence in court that helped convict 
Tony Lecomber, until recently a senior officer in the BNP. 
He was sentenced to three years’ in prison for an attack on a 
Jewish teacher. The woman and her family has suffered 
occasional harassment ever since. 

Searchlight does not suggest Tall is personally responsible 
for torching the building but his site could well have 
provided the inspiration and this is something the police 
should take seriously. 





News in brief 


‘Nothing to do with us’ says BNP 


British National Party councillors in 
Dewsbury have gone to great 
lengths to distance themselves 
bixelan (rlebie ele-luslt) Sele-picel ea) <) 
house a week before an Asian man 
was to move in. The daubings 
included death threats to “Pakis’, 
the letters “BNP” and the National 
: omen mceale (ere (es 
(@rortfarel| tele Bye /alel =<(-y 1a ( oleae] ace) pax (-r-le (le ce)anaal—y 
group of three BNP Kirklees councillors, said he 
had reported it to the police as soon as he had 
seen it. He told the Dewsbury Press, “This is 
Welarerlicvan) ciate) aalacrcnecaliarele el-jarn celle ie at-1) 
rakenaaliaye pivoycelon i itaayitalcuts)) Le) erolelaccie) o) ele) ac-1 ey lare| 
has obviously been caused by someone out to 
cause trouble for us.’ 
Councillor Colin Auty told the Dewsbury Reporter, 
“It is just some idiot ... they are not from my party”. 
Strangely, Roger Roberts, the third BNP councillor 
in Kirklees, who lives a few streets away from the 
fof-10) of-volm atolUy-yue|(olr-lare it~] (eM alelaaliarep 
Both the local papers had pictures of the graffiti, 
the Dewsbury Press showing only the NF daubing 
on the side of the house and the Dewsbury 
Reporter picturing the front of the house with the 
letters “BNP” It is no doubt a coincidence that the 
Dewsbury Press has regular advertisements for the 
BNP and is on good terms with Exley and Nick 
Cass, the BNP’s Yorkshire organiser. Exley also 
regularly advertises his electrical business Aaron 
Electrical in the paper. 
A lot of other BNP graffiti have appeared in Exley’s 
Heckmondwike ward recently. No doubt this also 
has nothing to do with the BNP. 





Weekend 
activities dilemma 


TWO HUNDRED British National Party 
members attended a training weekend 
last month to learn how to sell 
newspapers, the history of the party and 
other subjects necessary for activists in 
today’s “respectable” BNP. 

Naturally the BNP reported the event 
in glowing terms — an “immensely 
satisfying and edifying experience’, etc. 

Lee Barnes distributed a turgid 
document about how BNP members 


Eddy Butler tries to make a paper sale 








Tory leader’s integrity tested 
THE TORY LEADER was outspoken during the 


local elections in condemning the politics of the 
British National Party but now faces a tricky 
situation in Hounslow. 

For several years a man who was convicted 
and jailed for an assault on a police officer 
during a racist riot at a London tube station 
in the 1980s, when he was a leading figure in 
the Political Soldier wing of the National 
Front, has sat on Hounslow Council as the 
leader of the Independent Community 
Group. Phil Andrews learned from Nick Griffin, today the leader 
of the BNP but then running the extremist Political Soldiers, 
how to infiltrate local communities and gain a small measure 
of power. 

Andrews organised at local level and gained seats on Hounslow 
council for his group, which included members of Asian origin. 
This was not so strange as when he served under Griffin his boss 
was busy rubbing shoulders with Arab, Iranian and black 
American extremists. Even today the BNP plays political footsie 
with extremist Sikhs and Hindus, not to persuade them to join 
the party but to promote jointly a form of apartheid. 

At the May council elections Labour was neck and neck with 
the Tories after being in control for 35 years. 

Whoever was going to gain control would need the votes of 
Andrews’s group. Andrews had once unsuccessfully sued some 
Labour councillors who had exposed his politics, so Labour were 
clearly not going to touch him with a barge pole. The Tories had 
no such compunction and did a deal that gave them control of the 
council and Andrews a Cabinet seat. 

Will Cameron denounce this deal made in late May to preserve 
his political integrity? As Searchlight went to press, all that a 
Conservative spokesperson would say was: “The Conservative 
group in Hounslow runs the council with some support from the 
Community Group. At the AGM on 23 May, no group on 
Hounslow Council, including Labour and Lib-Dem, opposed 
the Executive arrangement.” 






































handled the security with a number of 
large tattooed skinheads keeping an eye 
on proceedings. Well known faces 
present included Kevin Watmough of 
Redwatch and Bernard Franklin from the 
National Front. 

The meeting was chaired by lan 
Costard, alias lan Edward, the former BNP 
organiser in west London who stood for 
the NF in May. Among several speakers 
were Mark Cotterill, a newly elected 
England First Party councillor in 
Blackburn, his “evil genius Peter Rushton 
and Steve Smith from Burnley. The 
highlight was Richard Edmonds, former 


can stir up racial hatred without getting 
arrested, which no doubt helped the 
party faithful sleep soundly in their tents. 

Nice for BNP members to have a 
weekend away but its more sinister 
purpose became clear at the end of the 
BNP’s report of the event: “attendance 
at one of these training sessions will be 
a basic pre-requisite for obtaining 
Voting Member status’ So no 


indoctrination, no vote. 

While the official BNP was off in “rural 
Nottinghamshire’, 80 diehard supporters 
of the late John Tyndall, founder and 
former leader of the BNP came together 
for a memorial rally at the Cross and 
Stable ecumenical centre on Downs 
Barn Boulevard in Milton Keynes. 

The event was organised by Richard 
Fawcus, whose Tyr Services outfit 


national organiser of the BNP and still a 
BNP member. 

John Morse, a former senior BNP 
officer who shared a prison cell with 
Tyndall in the 1980s, delivered a 30- 
minute vitriolic attack on Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader. Griffin was no doubt most 
upset when his spies reported back to 
him how many current BNP members 
were there. 












ee ee es 









Would-be architects’ 
president is BNP activist 


ONE OF THREE candidates for the 
next president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects is a very active British 
National Party member, Searchlight has 
discovered. 

Peter Phillips, an architect and property 
owner in Redhill, Surrey, managed to 
obtain the 60 nominating signatures 
from fellow chartered architects needed 
to stand in the election, for which 
ballot papers were sent out in mid- 
June. The winner, to be announced on 
26 July, will serve as president of the 
respected institute for two years from 
September 2007. 

Phillips, who is known for his strong 
views on race and on women in positions 
of authority, is campaigning on an anti- 
political correctness platform against 
Sunand Prasad, the first Asian to stand for 
the position, and Valerie Owen. 

RIBA told Searchlight that it was not 
aware that Phillips was an active member 
of the BNP who had stood for the party in 
local elections. He had not declared his 
support for the extremist party in the 
election leaflet which is sent to every 
RIBA member with the ballot papers. 

At a presidential hustings meeting on 14 
June Phillips admitted he had been a BNP 
member for five years and had stood in 
council elections. He told the progressive 
Archinect website that he would put more 
details on his own website shortly. 

Phillips’s photo appeared in the BNP 
monthly newspaper, The Voice of Freedom, 


London mayor (in white coat), with Richard Barnbrook (to his left), now a councillor, and the 
rabidly antisemitic Richard Edmonds (to his right, back) 


in March 2004 when he was campaigning 
in Eltham for Julian Leppert, the BNP’s 
candidate for mayor of London. He has 
also been seen out canvassing in other 
parts of London, including Ruislip and 
Barking & Dagenham. 

He stood for the BNP in the May 2003 
elections to Reigate and Banstead 
Council, Surrey, for Merstham ward, 
coming third out of four candidates with 
299 votes. We understand that his offer to 
be a BNP candidate in subsequent 
elections was blocked by a then senior 
BNP officer. 

After being told about Phillips’s 
activities, the RIBA distanced itself from 
him in a statement that said: “The RIBA 
values the contribution to architecture and 
society by people of diverse origins and 
backgrounds, and is firmly committed to 
equality of opportunity. 

“The views that the candidates express 
in their election campaigns will not 
necessarily represent the position of the 
RIBA as an Institute, nor the views of its 
wider membership.” 

The current RIBA president, Jack 
Pringle, said: “It’s good that he has come 
clean and there’s no question of him being 
disqualified from running. But it’s 
important the electorate understand the 
context in which his views are held.” 

Searchlight wonders how many of the 
60 people who supported Phillips’s 
nomination were aware of his political 
affiliation. 











BNP councillor 
accused of 
buying votes 


on 


Police are investigating claims 
that a British National Party 
councillor bought votes by 
paying for a Christmas party 
at a sheltered housing 
complex. 

Paul Cromie, a retired local 
businessman who was 
chairman of Bradford BNP, 
was elected to represent 
Queensbury ward on 
Bradford Council at the May 
elections. After the election 
he was reported to the 
council over allegations that 
he gave £100 to residents at 
Goodwin House to buy drinks. 

Denying that he had ever 
made donations to the 
complex, Cllr Cromie, 53, said, 
“| fully expected something 
like this to happen. | whipped 
the Tories out here in 
Queensbury turning it from a 
145 deficit to 300 in front.’ 

Conservative canvassers 
complained that they were 
prevented from entering 
Goodwin House by residents 
saying they were voting BNP 
this time. 

Treating, defined as 
providing food, drink or 
entertainment before, during 
or after an election to 
influence a voter, is illegal. 


Homme news 


New BNP councillors face calls to resign 


By Sonia Gable 


he British National Party’s new 

councillors have lost no time in 

letting down the people who 

elected them. In Barking and 
Dagenham, east London, where the 
BNP has its largest councillor group in 
the country, it quickly emerged that 
three of the 11 had been taken to court 
for owing thousands of pounds in 
council tax and rent. 

Speaking at the council’s annual 
assembly, Labour Councillor Graham 
Bramley said: “I was disgusted to 
find out that elected members of 
this council, who should be setting 
an example to the residents of 
this borough, have been hauled in front 
of the courts for not paying their 
council tax. 

“When the BNP members were out 
on the street canvassing for votes just a 
few weeks ago I bet that they chose not 
to tell the residents of their wards that 
they owe thousands of pounds to local 
authorities like this one. 

“I opened up my paper to read that 
two of the BNP councillors have 
County Court judgements against 
them, a third is being threatened 
with bailiffs and a fourth is involved 


Richard 
Barnbrook, 
BNP group 
leader on 
Barking and 
Dagenham 
council 
Picture: 
David 
Hoffman 











in a council probe into housing 
benefit fraud. 

“If they had any sense of pride 
or dignity they would resign their 
positions.” 

Robert Buckley, BNP councillor for 
Mayesbrook ward, appeared at Ilford 
County Court in May after failing to 
pay his rent for five months. After the 
hearing he said his attendance 
allowance as a councillor would help 
him repay his debt. Several residents 
expressed anger, saying this was not 
what the allowance was intended for. 

Claire Doncaster, one of the BNP 
councillors for Alibon ward, was taken 
to court last year over rent arrears of 
£2,280. She is only now taking steps to 
pay off her debt. 

The disclosures should embarrass the 
BNP, which constantly complains that 
asylum seekers and ethnic minorities 
are being subsidised by council tax 
payers. In an editorial in the Barking 
and Dagenham Post, Barry Kirk wrote: 
“... the sad fact is we apparently have 
some councillors who were effectively 
sponging off society by not paying their 
rent or tax. It would seem that they 
were depriving the council of money 
that could be spent on helping others to 
gain accommodation, a feature of quite 
a few election manifestos I seem 
to remember. 

“The situation is quite frankly 
not acceptable, and particularly 

in a council that not only relies 
on the public purse, but is 

accountable to the electorate. 
“When given the opportunity to 

explain the actions and if he intends 
to discipline his members, Cllr 

Barnbrook [the BNP group leader] 
refused to speak to my colleague, 
thus denying the electorate their right 
to an explanation. 

“This is not good enough as this 
party, its members and their actions are 
as open to public scrutiny and 
accountability as any other.” 

Labour councillors had asked the BNP 
councillors about their arrears in the 
question and answer session of the 
council meeting. During angry 
exchanges Cllr Richard Barnbrook 
shouted at Cllr Charles Fairbrass, Leader 
of the Council, accusing him of taking 
bribes. A complaint that Barnbrook 


breached the councillors’ Code of 
Conduct is in the process of being made 
to the Standards Board, the independent 
local government watchdog. 

In neighbouring Redbridge, Julian 
Leppert’s debut as the sole BNP 
councillor in the borough did not go 
well for him. The Labour Party had 
tabled a resolution that said the council 
should “reject any attempt to divide the 
communities of Redbridge and pledge 
to continue its commitment to equality 
and diversity”. After several speeches 
Mayor Ashok Kumar announced the 
council would go to a vote, despite 
the fact that Cllr Leppert had been 
wanting to speak for some time. 

Liberal Democrat Cllr Richard 
Hoskins stood up and said: “Let him 
speak and then let the council show 
what we think of him. I don’t want to 
hear what he says, but I defend his right 
to speak.” 

After Leppert had spouted off 
the usual BNP nonsense about 
protecting “our own Christian British 
traditions” and accused postwar 
British governments of “high treason”, 
Cllr Hoskins returned to the floor. 
Describing Leppert’s views as “bilge” 
and “evil”, he spoke movingly about 
a visit he had made to Bosnia where 
civil war had broken out between 
communities. 

“They had followed his [Leppert’s] 
poisonous reasoning,” he said. 

“The Serbs and the Croats had tried 
to massacre Muslims they had grown 
up with over hundreds of years. 
They had destroyed their homes. 
They had destroyed their schools. 
Why? Because of the kind of thinking 
— if you can call it that — that Cllr 
Leppert expressed. 

“They slaughtered people they had 
been to school with because they could 
not create and hold together a cohesive 
community like we have in Redbridge. 

“What they had left was a destroyed 
town and a heritage that had been 
ripped apart because they listened to 
these kinds of rumours, poisonous 
threats, imaginations and vapours. 

“Tt is essential that this council unites 
against this man and against his 
policies.” 

The resolution was passed by 59 votes 
to one with one abstention from a 





Conservative who considered the 
resolution was unnecessary. 

The highly effective put-down of 
Leppert enraged the BNP’s press 
officer Stuart Russell, who went on the 
attack in his “Doc’s Diary” website 
column. Why he included a link to Cllr 
Hoskins’s address and phone number 
on the Redbridge Council website is 
unclear unless his intention was to 
encourage BNP members to harass the 
veteran councillor. 

Leppert will find it hard to get 
anything done on the council with all 
the other three parties thoroughly 
opposed to the nazi party’s views. 
Perhaps this is why he concentrated his 
energies on waxing lyrical in a letter to 
the Ilford Recorder, in which he 
described “the BNP’s star-spangled 
night of election glory on May 4”. 

“As for me, my heart is swelling with 
so much pride; I do believe I may have 
cracked a couple of ribs!” Leppert 
wrote, concluding: “I believe now more 
than ever, that we will find our place in 
the sun ...” 

The following week the Recorder 
carried a response from Gerry Gable 
and David Landau, joint coordinators 
of Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together, a local community group that 
had organised protests against Leppert 
at the Redbridge council meeting. 
They pointed out that “the phrase ‘a 
place in the sun’ was famously uttered in 
1901 by Kaiser Wilhelm II of 
Germany, the architect of the First 
World War. 

“He was speaking about the 
expansion of the German empire in 
Africa. Germany's desire to conquer 


Barking and Dagenham’s 11 BNP councillors meet to consider whether their council attendance 


other lands became a nightmarish 
reality when Adolf Hitler spoke about 
Lebensraum — or living space — for his 
Third Reich. This was the basis of 
Hitler’s eastward expansion that 
resulted in millions of deaths of Allied 
soldiers and among those communities 
against whom Hitler carried out his 
policy of genocide.” 

In Sandwell in the West Midlands, 
where three new BNP members joined 
James Lloyd on the council, it did not 
take long for Simon Smith to get into 
trouble. Less than six weeks after Smith 
was elected in Great Bridge ward, Mrs 
N Sharma, Head of the Council’s 
Legal Services, was forced to write to 
him about the contents of his official 
councillor website. After explaining that, 
“the law requires that local authority 
publicity must not appear to be designed 
to affect public support for a political 
party”, she pointed out “you may not 
only have breached the Acceptable Use 
Policy but you have also placed the 
Authority in a potentially vulnerable 
position as regards a legal challenge”. 

She continued: “Elected Members 
are encouraged to be leaders of their 
communities and promote community 
cohesion. I have concerns that the 
contents of your Website could instead 
cause community conflict and 
undermine the trust in the Council.” 

Mrs Sharma, whose name prompted 
the BNP website to launch a tirade 
against multiculturalism, also expressed 
concern that Smith had breached the 
Code of Conduct for Members “on 
which you received some training on 
20 May 2006”. This was because he had 
wildly accused other councillors of not 





fees will be enough to pay their rent and council tax arrears 





Referred to Standards Board: Simon Smith 





declaring interests and made baseless 
claims that the Authority had acted 
outside the law. 

She proposed that Smith’s website 
be suspended, that Smith receive 
training in relation to council publicity 
and equalities, and that his remarks be 
referred to the Standards Board to 
determine whether he had breached the 
Code of Conduct. 

Smith first came to public attention 
two years ago when he stood as a BNP 
candidate for the European Parliament. 
He lost his temporary job as a maths 
teacher in a Roman Catholic secondary 
school in Solihull because of his ties 
with the racist party and for running a 
nazi website. The Archdiocese of 
Birmingham considered that BNP 
policy conflicted with the values and 
ethos of a Catholic school, which 
included promoting “harmony, justice 
and cohesion” within the community. 

In Birmingham Sharon Ebanks, who 
won her seat because of a mistake in the 
count that is in the process of being 
rectified, failed to turn up to a meeting 
of the council’s health scrutiny 
committee. She also ignored a briefing 
on what her committee work would 
involve, although she is paid £15,000 a 
year to attend meetings and perform 
the duties of her office. 

Finally in Pendle, the council’s newly 
elected BNP councillor Brian Parker, 
followed a path well worn by BNP 
councillors elsewhere: he simply did not 
turn up for his first council meeting. He 
claimed he did not know about it, 
although all councillors had been given 
details, and went on holiday to 
Scarborough instead. 

Liberal Democrat Councillor Tony 
Greaves said: “There were at least five 
items on the agenda relating to his 
ward, which were his chance to put 
forward his views. 

“It may be that Marsden ward 
residents feel he has let them down by 
failing to do so.” ~<a 








Home news 


Reoccurring nightmare 


By Sonia Gable 









A notorious football hooligan 
with links to the British 
National Party has been jailed 
for three and a half years for 
threatening a victim of assault with 
violence if he did not drop the charges. 

Andrew Frain, known as 
“Nightmare”, had denied conspiracy to 
pervert the course of justice but was 
found guilty at Norwich Crown Court 
at the end of May. 

Frain, 41, and his mate Jason 
Marriner, 38, were released in 2003 
from the prison sentences of seven and 
six years respectively imposed in 
December 2000 for planning violence 
at a football match and trying to disrupt 
a march through London to 
commemorate Bloody Sunday along 
with members of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18. 

They were exposed as hooligan 
members of the notorious Chelsea 
Headhunters in a BBC documentary 
made by the undercover journalist 
Donal MacIntyre in cooperation with 
Searchlight. 

Soon after his release Frain took part 
in a National Front march in the 
company of young teenagers who 
appeared to be in awe of him because of 
his violent reputation. Later he 
attended Hounslow BNP branch 
meetings in west London at the 
Rifleman pub, a regular venue for Blood 
and Honour nazi gigs and C18 social 
events. Asian people walking past the 
pub were often in danger of attack. 

Against Home Office _ rules, 
Frain within weeks of his own release 
was visiting Charlie Sargent, the 
former leader of Combat 18, who is 
serving a life sentence for murdering 
another nazi. 

Last December Frain, who has 
over 35 convictions, turned up at 
a council by-election count in 
Thurrock alongside the BNP candidate 
John Cotter and the party’s former 
Thurrock councillor Nick Geri. 
Cotter’s campaign had emphasised law 
and order and his leaflets expressed 
concern about crime and young people. 

Frain, formerly from Reading but 
then living in Essex, was summoned to 
Norwich to “lean on” a taxi driver who 
had been severely beaten up outside a 





pub in Norwich. Known for his extreme 
violence, Frain was brought in after 
Kim Mullen, 52, refused to accept a 
bribe of £20,000 from his attackers Karl 
Unsworth and John Brunton, Norwich 
Crown Court heard. 

Mullen had gone to the pub with 
his son Danny to pick up his other 
two sons, Lee and Ricky, because there 
had been some trouble. Two men came 
out of the pub and attacked Danny. 
When Mr Mullen went to help his son 
he was struck from behind. 

He was treated in hospital for serious 
injuries that included a split on the top 
of his head and fractures to his nose, left 
wrist and his middle finger. The court 
heard that Mr Mullen and his family 
had to move out of their home into 
protective police custody during the 
trial because of the danger they were in. 

Meanwhile Marriner has failed in an 
attempt to reduce an order banning him 
from football matches for ten years 
after undercover detectives from 
the Metropolitan Police’s football 
intelligence unit told Blackfriars 
Crown Court in London that he was 
still actively involved with Chelsea 
football thugs. 

On one occasion Marriner was 
spotted in a pub with 100 known thugs. 
A detective, who could not be named 
because of his work, said: “It was 
virtually a who’ who of Chelsea 
hooligans and included in the pub was 
Marriner. He was drinking with the rest 
of the group.” 

The younger hooligans see Marriner 
and his contemporaries as idols, the 
detective said. 

On 29 April Marriner was seen near 
Chelsea's Stamford Bridge ground 
before a match against Manchester 
United selling DVDs and a book about 
his exploits as a hooligan. On his own 
hooliganism website Marriner, who 
runs flower stalls at various markets, 
says his book “blows the lid off the 
deceitful shenanigans that Donal 
MacIntyre got up to in the name of 
‘investigative reporting”. 

The detective told Judge Charles 
Byers: “If this was not so serious with 
the World Cup coming up and the 
impending season this application 
might have been seen as funny. At the 


Andy “Nightmare” Frain, violent thug 
and associate of BNP candidates , 





present time he’s still a risk to public 
order.” Marriner’s barrister said that he 
had hoped to take his children to 
matches. 

After his release from prison in 2003, 
Marriner met other nazis at the 
Rifleman pub including Warren Glass, 
then the BNP’s Hounslow organiser, 
and his brother Stuart. Both are long- 
time Chelsea fans. Warren Glass has 
since moved to Aldershot where he 
stood as a BNP candidate in May. ~ 


Jason Douglas and 
Leyton Orient 


Our cover photograph last 
month showed Jason Douglas, a 
BNP candidate, in a violent pitch 
invasion at a football match. We 
incorrectly stated that it took 
place at Leyton Orient's ground. 
Searchlight has been 
contacted by a number of Leyton 
Orient supporters and a member 
of the club's board of 
management to point out that 
the pitch invasion occurred at 
Oxford United, and that Jason 
Douglas has been banned from 
attending matches at Orient 
because of his criminal 
behaviour. They emphasised that 
all decent Orient fans are keen to 
distance themselves from racism 
and hooliganism but it is hard to 
stop the likes of Douglas from 
turning up to away matches. 








Former BNP councillor loses race 
discrimination claim 


By Sonia Gable 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY bus driver 
has finally lost his claim of race 
discrimination after he was sacked on 
health and safety grounds. 

Arthur Redfearn was dismissed in 2004 
after winning a seat on Bradford Council, 
when his employer, Serco, which runs 
West Yorkshire Transport Service, said it 
feared that its buses could be attacked. 
The former BNP councillor had started 
work in December 2003 as a bus driver for 
children and adults with special needs. 
An employment tribunal had rejected 
Redfearn’s claims of direct and indirect 
racial discrimination but the decision was 
overruled by the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal. In May the Court of Appeal 
reversed the appeal tribunal's ruling. 

Redfearn argued that Serco’s health 
and safety case was a “smokescreen” for 
unlawful race discrimination against him 
and that he had suffered indirect racial 
discrimination because he was a 
member of the BNP which only allows 
white people to join. 

Lord Justice Mummery delivering the 
Appeal Court’s decision said: “| am 
confident that this is not the kind 
of case for which the anti-discrimination 
legislation was designed. 

“Mr Redfearn was no more dismissed 
‘on racial grounds’ than an employee 
who is dismissed for racially abusing 
his employer, a fellow employee or a 
valued customer. 

“Any other result would be 
incompatible with the purpose of the 
1976 [Race Discrimination] Act to 
promote equal treatment of persons 
irrespective of race!’ 

After the appeal tribunal ruling for 
Redfearn in July last year, the BNP’s self- 
styled “legal eagle” Lee Barnes claimed 
history had been made in Britain. “For the 
first time in modern history the Race 
Relations Acts were held to cover the 
racial rights of White people who are 
members of the British National Party,’ he 
wrote exuberantly. “This now means 
that any organisations or companies that 
discriminate against a member of the 
British National Party are guilty of anti- 
white racism. 

Even after the original tribunal in 
Serco’s favour, Barnes, whose legal 
opinions are generally rather obscure, 
discerned a victory for the BNP. He will 








Arthur Redfearn: lawfully sacked 


now have to come back down to earth. 

The Appeal Court refused Redfearn 
leave to appeal and ordered him to pay 
Serco'’s costs. The BNP website said he 
would seek to take his case to the 
European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. And “Civil Liberty’, which the 
BNP claims “exists to financially support 
legal actions on behalf of British 
nationalists” immediately appealed for 
money, saying that Redfearn had 
remortgaged his home but was still short 
of £6,000 to pay his legal bills. 

The decision is important for everyone 
involved in tackling racial discrimination 
in the workplace. The Appeal Court had 
unacceptably widened the definition of 
racial discrimination to cover those who 
themselves discriminated racially and left 
the law unclear. 

Michael Ryley, employment partner at 
law firm Pinsent Masons, which 
represented Serco, said: “This is an 
important decision for the future of race 
relations law in this country. If Serco 
had not been successful, the efforts 
of those tackling racial discrimination 
in the workplace would have been 
seriously undermined” 

TUC general secretary Brendan Barber 
said: “We welcome this clear and robust 
ruling. Serco were right to say that 
BNP activists should not hold this kind 
of job, and deserve credit for taking on 
this case that has now established this 
important precedent” ~q 





HOOLIGANS 


A - Lof Britain's Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account of British 
football hooliganism. From the 
gangs to the leaders, from 
policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this 
book has it all. 




























Hooligans: A-L is 
available to Searchlight 
readers at £15 (inc p&p) 


Hooligans Volume 2 
will be published soon 


HOOLIGANS 


Hick Lowles and Andy Nicholts 


The A-L ‘ad Britain's Football Hooligan Gangs 
from the Aberdeen Soccer Casuals to Luton's Mig Squat 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 


@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
tere) Cer lamerlare ny 
i Describe how multiracial 
er Vaterecolltelul@erla.g 
Fler litiae-latiaer lite hs 
@ Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 


This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 





Comment 


The BNP and Christianity 


In its latest move to erect a veneer of respectability for its anti-Muslim campaign the British 
National Party has attempted to “Christianise” its racist message. David Williams investigates 
the reality behind its new “religious” front group, the Christian Council of Britain. 


n the run-up to the May 2006 council 

elections billed by the BNP as a 

“referendum on Islam” the party 

toned down much of its traditional 
racist rhetoric to enable it to focus its 
energies on its virulently anti-Muslim 
campaign, which it perceives as the 
platform most likely to propel it to power. 
It is in this context that the BNP is 
increasingly deploying religious 
arguments and metaphors to justify its 
crude racist crusade against Britain’s 
Muslims, proclaiming that it is “defending 
Britain's Christian culture” against the 
“\slamification” of Britain. 

In March 2006 it formed its own 
religious front group, the Christian 
Council of Britain (CCB), as a counterpoint 
to the Muslim Council of Britain. The CCB, 
which seeks to provide a religious veneer 
to the BNP's racial ideology, emerged in 
response to the trial of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, in order to give his 
statements that Islam was a “vicious, 
wicked faith” an air of religious authority. 

The CCB also sought to exploit the 
fundamentalist Christian backlash against 
the satirical West End musical “erry 
Springer — The Opera” organised by the 
small but militant conservative 
evangelical religious sect Christian Voice 
(CV), noted for both its homophobia and 
its rejection of evolution. Led from 
Surbiton by Stephen Green, a former 
chairman of the Conservative Family 
Campaign, CV objected to what it 
perceives to be the musical’s profane and 
blasphemous content. 

CV's campaign initially focussed on 
picketing the show in Covent Garden's 
Cambridge Theatre but reached _ its 
crescendo in its attempt to prevent the 
BBC from screening the musical in 2005. 
Before the broadcast CV deluged the 
corporation with complaints — the BBC 
received 47,000 in all. In the event 1.8 
million people watched the show, 
eliciting only 900 complaints and 500 
expressions of support, which suggested 
that people were not nearly so offended 
when they had actually viewed it. In a 
further attempt to stop the screening CV 
posted the personal details of a number 








of BBC staff on its website, a tried 
and tested tactic of religious extremists 
particularly in the anti-abortion move- 
ment, who use such methods to 
intimidate their opponents and in some 
cases worse. Indeed, one BBC manager 
was warned that “bloodshed” would 
ensue unless the show was axed. Green 
of course denied responsibility for the 
threats that BBC staff and their families 
received. Having failed to prevent the 
screening CV brought a_ private 
blasphemy prosecution against the BBC. 

At the beginning of the year CV 
focussed on protesting against the 
national tour of “Jerry Springer” which 
began at Plymouth's Theatre Royal. Keen 
to muscle in on the publicity which CV 
was garnering, the BNP formally 
announced its support for its “fellow 
Christians’ in the “Action Group Springer’, 
a Christian umbrella group in Plymouth 
led by local CV member John Hollins, 
which was protesting against the 
performance in the city. Comically 
the Plymouth BNP group, led by 
Graham Green, issued a supportive 
statement that exhibited a woeful lack of 
basic knowledge concerning their 
own professed faith by accusing 
Plymouth Council of washing its hands 
of responsibility for the performance 
like “Judas Iscariot” As most primary 
school children could tell you, it was 
Pontius Pilate who had famously wrung 
his hands of responsibility for the 
crucifixion of Christ not Jesus’ disciple 
Judas who betrayed him for 30 pieces of 
silver. When its faux pas was pointed out 
the BNP quickly amended its website, 
though his name is still spelt incorrectly 
as “Pontius Pilot’. 

Following the exposure of the BNP 
attempt to hijack the CV _ protest, 
CV made it clear that the BNP 
was unwelcome. In a statement CV 
repudiated the party as a “racist, white 
supremacist, paganist, volkist, anti- 
Christian, evolutionist and antisemitic 
organisation” whose website was “lacking 
Christian humanity”. Rejecting the BNP's 
divisive racism, it pointed out that 
“God has made all nations ‘of one blood” 


(Acts 17:26) while Paul told the early 
church in Ephesus: “| bow my knees unto 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named” (Eph 3:14-15). The BNP 
was furious. BNP press officer Stuart 
Russell, under his alias Dr Phil Edwards, 
sent an angry email to CV berating it for 
its “un Christian hatred” towards the party 
while reaffirming his racist belief that 
“white people are more highly evolved 
than blacks’ 

From the outset the BNP lied about its 
relationship with the CCB. It claimed BNP 
members had merely “joined up” with the 
CCB in order to register its own outrage 
when Jerry Springer’ arrived at Leicester's 
De Montfort Hall in late February 2006. 
However, as Media Watch pointed out, 
the photographs of the “Christians” 
protesting in Leicester bore a striking 
similarity to photographs of BNP 
supporters outside Griffin's trial in Leeds 
in January. One “Christian” protester 
interviewed by the Leicester Mercury, 
Wayne McDermott, was pictured 
carrying a CCB placard calling on people 
to “Defend Christian Values” The 
newspaper failed to mention that 
McDermott was a BNP member. 

The CCB website was registered on 
9 January to Steve Blake, the BNP 
webmaster and assistant organiser of the 
BNP in Scotland, who manages Digital 
Scotland, an IT consultancy company 
based in the Stirling area. As a student in 
the 1980s Blake ran Aurora Promotions, 
which imported hardline paramilitary 
and Nazi material from the United States. 
Developing the CCB website is clearly not 
one of Blake's priorities at the moment, 
however. It has been devoid of content 
since its registration save for a links page 
leading to a few Christian groups, all of 
whom issued a joint statement fiercely 
repudiating any link with the CCB. 
The credibility of the CCB suffered a 
further blow when virtually every religi- 
ous institution issued public statements 
condemning the BNP’s attempt to use 
religion to sow segregation and division. 

So far the only figure publicly 
associated with the CCB is “Reverend” 


Robert West, a councillor for the 
Holbeach Town ward of South Holland 
District Council in Lincolnshire. West, who 
was elected as a Conservative and 
taught political philosophy and equal 
opportunities law under franchise at the 
universities of Nottingham and East 
Anglia, was ironically also a member of 
the Lincolnshire Council for Racial 
Equality. At a Conservative constituency 
dinner on 29 October 2004 West had 
harangued the association's guest, 
Conservative party chairman Dr Liam Fox, 
wanting to know what he was doing 
about the decision of Barclays Bank to 
close the BNP’s bank accounts in the 
wake of the screening of the BBC 
documentary Secret Agent. In email 
correspondence with Dr Fox afterwards, 
West described the programme as 
“hardly damning of that Party ... rather 
the reverse” despite the fact that it 
showed BNP members confessing to 
racially motivated crimes, something 
Dr Fox rightly pointed out to him. 

In numerous interviews West denied 
that the CCB was a BNP front though he 
conceded that the BNP had “encouraged 
and facilitated” its establishment, 
something of an understatement 
given Blake's involvement. West, who 
also works as a supply teacher, was 
photographed outside Leeds Crown 
Court in November 2005, on the occasion 
of one of Griffin's pre-trial appearances, 
delivering what the IndyMedia website 
described as, “the most bizarre semi 
religious political ranting ever heard. 
Whether he was a real priest or some 
nutter who has bought his qualifications 
and outfit off the Internet was unclear’ 
West's religious credentials are certainly 
obscure. The Times stated he was an 
ordained elder of the Apostolic Church, 
an institution that not only claims no 
knowledge of West but also repudiates 
his views and those of the BNP. 

West stepped into the limelight in 
February 2006 when he addressed a 
200-strong meeting of the BNP in 
Huddersfield alongside Griffin during 
which West derided multiracial society 
as “a transgression of God's will” 
The national Conservative Party reacted 
by suspending West though his local 
branch, the South Holland and Deepings 
Conservative Association, gave him the 
benefit of the doubt after West convinced 
them that he had only attended 
the meeting in order to preach the 
gospel to the BNP. 

Interviewed by G Focus, a BBC radio 
gospel music programme, West insisted 
that the CCB had been formed “to 
represent Christian values and the 
Christian Heritage of the country” at a 


time when the institutional churches 
“nave lost their way” and no longer 
followed “holy scripture” As the religious 
think-tank Ekklesia highlighted, West was 
referring to the Methodists and the 
Church of England, both of who have 
been outspoken in their condemnation 
of the racist BNP and its attempts to 
inflame racial hatred against Muslims, as 
has virtually every other religious leader 
in the country. 

In his pronouncements West 
emphasised that the racist theology of 
the CCB sought to give the BNP’s racial 
nationalism a religious veneer by 
upholding “the biblical teaching of 
nations” and ergo the desire to build 
racially segregated “national homelands’ 
which will maintain, develop and 
safeguard white racial identity. This led 
naturally to West voicing his support for 
the BNP’s repatriation policy, which he 
claimed was “in line with the scriptural 
doctrine that races are divided into 
nations and homelands” Indeed West 
believes that “the mixing of races 
challenges the glory of God’ The National 
Front in the 1970s and 1980s used just 
such a racist interpretation of the 
scripture to justify South Africa's 
murderous apartheid regime. 

Highlighting its role as a vehicle for 
protesting at Griffin’s trial West proclaims 
that the CCB was formed to “counter 
attacks on free speech”. This is particularly 
hypocritical given the sight of BNP 
activists unashamedly waving CCB 
placards while trying to have “Jerry 
Springer” banned. The irony was 
presumably lost on them. 

The protestations that the CCB was not 
a BNP front group were a pathetic and 
unworthy charade that collapsed in the 
wake of the 2006 local council elections 
when West officially defected to the BNP. 
He claimed his decision was precipitated 
by the move by David Cameron, the 
Conservative leader, to recruit a greater 
number of ethnic minority and female 
candidates -— the so-called A List. 
West's defection outraged many local 
Conservatives who had stood by him 
when censured by the national party. 
Disgusted with his duplicity they are 
calling for a by-election. For his part 
West claims to have founded his 
own church operating from 
a house in Holbeach, 
Spalding to preach 
“traditional bible 
beliefs’, though he 
has also been 
spotted out and 
about canvassing © 
for the BNP in 
Lincoln — where 





one irate householder threw a jug of iced 
water over him when he tried to peddle 
his racist faith on her doorstep. 

Despite constant crowing _ that 
West has become the “fifty-fourth” 
BNP councillor (a number derived by 
unrealistically counting both the 
erroneous election results in the BNP’s 
favour), his defection should be not be 
interpreted as a triumph for the party. In 
West the BNP may have temporarily 
gained another councillor but its wider 
strategy — to permeate religious, cultural 
and political structures with its racist 
theology, which bears no resemblance to 
the sincere Christian faith it purports to 
represent — has ended in humiliating 
failure, its “Christian” conversion revealed 
as a hollow sham _ lacking either 
coherence or sincerity. 

The crude attempt by the BNP to 
“Christianise” its racial message is 
particularly ironic given that the BNP 
website harks back to the halcyon days of 
pre-Christian paganism (!) calling for the 
resurrection of “ancient faiths” while 
extolling the virtues of “ancestral folk 
traditions” As far as the BNP is concerned 
“Christian” equals “white”, the party 
apparently being unaware that the vast 
majority of Christians in this world are 
black Africans. At best the BNP has a 
tenuous grasp of genuine Christian 
theology, with which its own ideology is 
clearly incompatible. Indeed as Dr Giles 
Fraser, the vicar of Putney, observed, “if 
Jesus were ever to walk this green and 
pleasant land, the BNP would be 
committed to his repatriation. Even their 
great love of St George is a joke: George 
was either Turkish or Palestinian, and his 
legend migrated to this country from the 
Middle East” These thoughts aside the 
underlying BNP strategy remains clear: to 
set religion against religion and in doing 

so to fuel division 
and hatred. ~d# 
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Nazis hijack classified information 


Hakan Gestrin and Mikael Ekman report for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


Right: Niclas Varme, 


_jointleader of the 


Terror Cell and nazi 
~ poser. Picture: 
pSVV{clol i} al! ofe) | (acy 


Below: Dan Dalén, 
Varme’s co-leader, 
with police 
Picture: Expo 


n a loony manifesto titled 
Revolution in the welfare state, 
members of a shadowy nazi group 
known to the public only as the 
Terror Cell advocated the murder of 
police officers. Now they are at the 
centre of a nazi campaign to steal 
classified police information. 
The Swedish law enforcement 
authorities have suspected leaks of 
information to the far right for some 


time. At the end of January a civil 
servant for the security police, Sapo, 
warned a number of police districts that 
the extreme right had been sniffing 
around for several months asking for 
details about the work and working 
hours of individual police officers. 

Two weeks later, a further warning 
was sent to county police authorities 
accompanied by a document seen by the 
Swedish anti-fascist magazine Expo. 





In the letter, Sapo explains that the 
extremists concerned have created a 
Hotmail account in the name of a 
security policeman and have used it to 
receive classified material. 

The nazis have especially tried to 
extract information about how many 
uniformed and plain-clothed officers 
work in various districts, how many 
police vehicles are deployed and how 
many have access to service pistols. 
They have also tried to obtain staff lists 
that would reveal duty rosters and 
details of investigations by various 
police units into racial incitement and 
offences against the terrorism laws. 

According to informed sources, the 
nazis have retrieved large quantities of 
information from local police 
departments. It seems that thousands of 
documents have been ordered from 
police files and Sapo has still not been 
able to establish fully how much 
material has been accessed. They have 
also managed to get hold of classified 
information by using the police 
officer’s name. 

In its second communication, Sapo 
describes this fiasco as “troublesome 
and difficult to investigate” because 





under Sweden's liberal freedom of 
information laws it is legal to request 
documents from the authorities but 
illegal to impersonate an official. 

The people who obtained the 
information are tied to the Terror Cell, a 
name first heard during the trial of four 
nazis in Vasteras in January 2005, 
charged with serious vandalism against 
public buildings in Vdasteras and 
Eskilstuna the previous autumn. One of 
the Terror Cell’s main figures, 24-year- 
old Dan Dalén from Vasteras, who is still 
serving a two-year sentence for criminal 
damage, incredibly ordered police 
material to be sent to his cell at Tillberga 
prison. Niclas Varme, 32, the other half 
of the group’s leading duo, had it sent to 
his home. The team investigating the 
vandalism included the Sapo employee 
whose name the group reportedly used 
to obtain the information. 

Other nazis implicated in the 
intelligence-gathering operation include 
a 26-year-old National Socialist Front 
(NSF) activist from Motala (whose 
cannot be published for legal reasons) 
and a 30-year-old watchman from 
Eskilstuna. Both tried to acquire 
documents from police districts 
across Sweden. 

The nazi from Motala already has a 
sickening record of violent crime and 
has served prison terms for assault 
and battery, weapons offences and 
incitement to hatred. In October 2004 
he was involved in a serious assault on a 
disabled man in Mjélby. He had not 
previously been linked to the Terror 
Cell but in July 2004, a month before 
the group started its vandalism 
campaign, he was stopped at a police 
road check near an NSF concert in 
Travad in a car with Dalén and Varme. 





The nazis’ immediate motives for 
their information trawling exercise are 
unclear but there may be a connection 
with the vandalism in Véasteras and 
Eskilstuna. 

The Terror Cell fantasised that its 
window breaking would herald an 
armed revolution leading to society’s 
collapse and war between the state and 
paramilitary groups of white 
“revolutionaries”. This plan was outlined 
in Revolution in the welfare state which, 
say the police, was written by Virme and 
Dalén and was presented as key 
evidence during the vandalism trial. 

The manifesto, written as a dialogue 
between two activists, Comrade A and 
Comrade B, describes how the nazi 
revolution should be carried through in 
five phases. Police officers, it says, 
are “military enemies and fair game 
from the beginning of phase 3” and 
should, according to Varme and 
Dalén, “preferably be executed while 
wearing uniform” but may also be killed 
in their homes. 

Commenting on the horrific nazi 
murder of two police officers in 
Malexander in 1999, the two nazis 
wrote: “The execution of the two 
policemen ... some years ago will seem 
like sheer paradise in comparison with 
what is to come”. 

Inspiration for this rubbish appears to 
have come from the USA. One of the 
books seized from Varme’s home was 
William Pierce’s infamous blueprint for 
terror, The Turner Diaries, a novel that is 
an example and a practical manual of 
terrorism for nazi sects both in the USA 
and Europe and was a bible for the 
white supremacists who bombed the 
Oklahoma federal building in 1995 
killing 168 people. ~=a 


International feature © 


Extreme right attracts mor 


Maria Blomquist and Mikael Ekman report from Stockholm for Expo and Antifa-Net 


THEY WALK AT the head of fascist 
demonstrations, they wave Swedish 
flags, they help distribute propaganda 
and they also make the coffee and get 
out the biscuits. A growing number of 
women — mainly young — are taking 
part in nazi activity in Sweden though 
they remain a minority in the 
movement as a whole. 

In 1997 the National Socialist Front 
(NSF) had only six female members 
who formed 7% of the membership. 
Five years later, the number had grown 
to 47, making up 16%. 

The NSF’s membership has gone up 
recently and it is now the biggest nazi 
organisation in Sweden. Anders 
Arleskog, one of its leaders, claims that 
women “see how the development of 
society is going and join for the same 
reasons as the guys”. But he does not 
think it is because of his party’s message 
that most of the new members are men. 

“The NSF is the nazi organisation 
where women are most politically active 





Swedish Resistance 
Movement speaker 
Per Oberg 
graphically 
illustrates his threat 
to the government 
Picture: Expo 


at present,” Heléne Lédéw, a long-time 
researcher of the far right and a senior 
lecturer in history, recently told 
Searchlights Swedish sister magazine 
Expo. Ms Lééw, who is working on a 
research project on women in extremist 
nationalist groups, argues that the 
number of women in the movement has 
increased over the past two decades. 

She has also witnessed a change 
in how women enter the movement. 
Many women have told her that they 
held the same views as the nationalist 
groups but did not feel at home in 
them. “It used to be the case that the 
girls were together with boys and joined 
in that way but that has changed due to 
the internet which has revolutionised 
the whole movement.” 

Ms Lééw emphasises: “A lot of the 
nationalist propaganda deals with 
questions that concern women directly, 
for example rape and how women are 
viewed. Here is a complex of problems 
which society needs to get a grip of ... 





the girls say ‘why should we accept 
being called whores by male 
immigrants at school?’ and perhaps they 
hear at school that this is because these 
youths come from another culture ... 
There are many girls in the movement 
saying ‘it is very comfortable being here 
because we don't have to listen to things 
like that’.” 

More often women in the nationalist 
movement play a traditional female 
role, helping to keep order and looking 
after bookstalls. Female leaders are still 
rare. Arleskog claims there are women 
leaders in the nationalist organisations, 
for example group leaders, but is coy 
about citing numbers and puts the 
difference down to “the fact that men 
and women do not have the same 
driving forces”. 

The National Women's Association 
(NWA) is aware that it is hard for 
women to create space in organisations 
dominated by men. This outfit is 
supposedly independent but is heavily 


Nazis tarnish National Day 


Anna Amnéus and Kajsa Lindohf report from Stockholm for Expo and Antifa-Net 





SWEDISH NAZIS STAGED their biggest 
ever National Day march in Stockholm 
on 6 June, when more than 900 turned 
up from all over Sweden to hear 
speakers ranting against the Swedish 
government and multiracial society. 
The event stayed peaceful with the help 
of large numbers of police anxious to 
avoid violence. 

The nazis gathered early in a park, 
many wearing camouflage trousers 
and sporting T-shirts with words such 
as “Gay hater” and “Absolutely 
Swedish”. The presence of journalists 
made the nazi organisers very wary 
and prompted them to announce 
from the platform that supporters 
should wear blue and_ yellow 
armbands to distinguish themselves 
from their media “enemies”. Further 





















e women activists 





instructions banning smoking and 


mobile phone calls during the 
march boomed out from the same 
microphone. 

By the time the march set off half an 
hour late towards the centre of 
Stockholm it included representatives 
from the entire fascist and nazi 
spectrum in Sweden: the National 
Socialist Front (NSF), the Swedish 
Resistance Movement, the magazine 
Info14, Blood and Honour, the Nordic 
Union and a bunch of so-called Free 
Nationalists from Gothenburg. 

As the march proceeded, the 
pavements filled with people voicing 
antagonism. The nazis tried to wind up 
the tension further by sending 
photographers into the crowd to take 
shots of people they saw as enemies. 

By the time the nazis reached 
Kungsholmen, one of Stockholm’s city 
centre islands, and had walked around 
in a circle after being forced to change 
their plans, it was time to go back to 
their starting point. There they could 
wander into tents containing stalls from 


touted on the website of the fascist 
National Democrats (ND) and its chair, 
Elin Lévgren, is an ND member. On the 
NWA’ homepage she explains that the 
purpose of the association is to create a 
platform for women in the national 
movement as the majority of activists are 
men. During 2002-04, about 22% of the 
ND’s members were women, according 
to figures compiled by Expo. 

In March this year NWA activists 
handed out protest leaflets after 
the mass-circulation evening paper 
Expressen allowed a convicted rapist 
to comment on the ND’s activities. 
This action was organised jointly with 
the ND and the majority of the 
participants were men. 

It is not known how many other 
public activities the NWA has put on 
since its launch last year and Lévgren 
does not want to say more. There are 
also women in the nationalist 
movement who, like the men, want to 
take an active part in the street fighting 





that the nationalist groups often glorify. 
In recent years women have become 
more frequent participants on fascist 
demonstrations and marches. Ms L66w 
has noticed that “what is interesting in 
this is that the women wear masks to a 
much lesser extent than the men’. 

Expo has also compiled statistics for 
the racist campaign organisation Keep 
Sweden Swedish, (BSS) from the 
beginning of the 1980s. Then female 
members were in a clear minority, 
accounting for around 10% of BSS 
members, but many were over 60. 

The average age was 52, much older 
than in both the ND and the NSF today, 
where the average ages are 40 and 23 
respectively. “When more women enter 
the national movement it will change,” 
says Ms Léoéw. That is certainly true 
when one considers the types of question 
that their propaganda will address. 

The influx of women will give the 
movement the continuity and stability 
that it lacked. L66w makes the telling 
point that, “many men used to leave the 
movement when they started a family. 
The girls did not want them to be 
fighting then. Now, though, the guys 
just cut down the street activity but 
remain in the movement.” But she does 
not think there will ever be equal 
numbers of men and women in the 
various nationalist movements without 
a “gigantic ideological change”. ~<a 


other sections of the fascist movement 
such as the Nordic Publishing House 
and the very aptly named Yellow 
Cross, the nazi movement's very own 
“prisoners’ aid” organisation. The crowd 
listened to songs by the hate band 
Ferox and less than avidly to the 
recitation of a turgid poem. 

What they were waiting for were the 
main speakers, starting with the NSF's 
Bjorn Bjorkqvist, who announced that 
the NSF would stand in the election 
but admitted that it had little chance 
of getting into parliament. He was 
much more interested in what he 
called “different ways of resisting”, 
referring proudly to the fact that he 
had served a sentence for racist 
incitement. No sooner had he stepped 
down from the rostrum than he was 
arrested by a plain clothes police 
officer and taken away. 

The next speaker was /nfo74’s Dan 
Eriksson who claimed that the 
nazis represent a “breath of fresh air” 
against the denationalisation of 
Sweden. This clapped out line was 


echoed by the Swedish Resistance 
Movement's Per Oberg who warned the 
Swedish government: “do not fight us” 
and waved a noose to give his words 
sinister emphasis. 

Finally, the Nordic Union's Johan 
Skogsater stated — without the slightest 
hint of irony — that the annual march on 
National Day is a celebration for 
“unusual” Swedes, by which he meant 
those opposed to internationalism and 
multiculturalism. 

After the final speech came an 
announcement that Bjorkqvist had 
been arrested and removed. This stirred 
the mob into a frenzy and chants of 
“death to ZOG” went up. At this the 
quick-thinking nazi announcer grabbed 
the moment to urge participants to tip 
cash into a collection for the Yellow 
Cross. Bjérkqvist has not yet been 
charged and the result of the collection 
was not made public. 

Thanks to high profile policing, anti- 
fascists were kept at bay and the nazis 
were able yet again to stain Stockholm’s 
reputation. <a 




















SEBASTIAN LINDEN - “Basti” to his 
friends — a long-time supporter of 
Searchlight in Sweden and a key 
international figure in the anti-fascist 
lnaenclantciale, elgeliaaice| [a] vag-lel(e 
accident at sea in the archipelago off 
Turku, Finland, at the end of April. 

Mfere(siaat-ieawiiue) alky sell late) <el-lelejaicaig 
lacy arco} clea ee) -) Juarli later 
Korpostr6m, to prepare for when 
his extended family always gathers 
there in summer. An experienced 
seaman, he went out with his boat to 
test its engine, but never returned. 
His daughter raised the alarm. The 
boat was found on rocks and several 
days later his body was found some 
distance from the boat. The cause of 
the accident remains unknown. 

Basti was born in Pargas in Finland 
in 1952 and went to school and 
university in Turku. He was a one-off. 
As a friend said after his death, “if there 
was such a thing as socialist man, it 
was him’. His courage was legendary, 
whether shown by risking his life to 
sail boats across the dark, dangerous 
Felaveicivol daa na st-)ia(on|amuvilalcsimceniaaleiete| (2 
printing presses to the Polish trade 
unionists of Solidarnosc who were 
resisting martial law in Poland, or 
by physically leading the battle to 
sweep nazis out of the subway 
terminal at Stockholm central station, 
or by working illegally with political 
refugees from Latin America, in 
particular Chile, and Iran. 

| personally witnessed his immense 
bravery when, in July 1988, he saved 
my five-year-old son’s life by diving 
AUIIN, ol(olupteye| (ipiue) iag(-) (e@e)ie| si-jhaia 
waters to rescue him after he slipped 
bigelany ce) s(lag’2 <-1alen ticli fp acciaelitcre rea aice) 
deep water. 

Basti displayed tremendous moral 
courage too, for example in re- 
lentlessly combating anti-Jewish 
prejudice among anti-racists who were 
(aivieli=c celen Mice eelslaiiece Va) 
internationalist to the core, he spoke 
seven languages fluently. He studied in 
Paris, where he involved himself in 
anti-fascist and anti-racist activity with 
unr) dalla ole\iiciaivl) (elcer-lelki-idiela: s\@)s) 
cle ciatis clatel iveleccre! \yieal ele) taler|| 
refugees from repressive regimes. 
From Paris, in the mid-1980s, he 
returned to Sweden, to where he had 
first moved in the mid-1970s, and 






































helped establish what remains the 
country’s most effective ever anti- 
racist organisation, Stoppa Rasismen, 
becoming its leading figure. 

He was able to further international 
cooperation between anti-fascists and 


anti-racists of different political 
backgrounds because in another 
sense too he was a rarity — a truly non- 
sectarian Trotskyist. At the time this 
was no easy task but Basti’s 
ovaataniiennialemelaiccianiisdiare mal-ice\a-lale| 
careful diplomacy was able to 
produce, after a major international 
conference in Stockholm in February 
1988, the first simultaneous 
international demonstrations in 
western European capitals since the 
Vietnam war. 

The occasion was the French 
presidential election of April 1988 in 
which the fascists of the Front 
National looked set to win millions of 
votes. For Basti, it was essential that 
anti-fascists put down a marker, 
internationally, from the first moment. 

The ground had been laid during 
the previous year by Basti’s speech at 
Stoppa Rasismen’s conference and ata 
summer camp on the Baltic island of 
(reletlare) ia) wuualieg) si--igea)i(ejeis arre! 
feyeiau(@|ey-liciei le si-biees Jal aie-isie)a) (Clare! 
insistence). In November 1988, he was 
the central organiser of a further 
international conference in West 
Berlin. Basti was very much a co- 
founder of the international network 


that is now Antifa-Net. It was he who 
introduced Antifaschistisches Infoblatt 
to Searchlight, for instance. 

1988 was a momentous year in his 
life for it was then that he met Ani, a 
member of a Chilean theatre group 
whose visit to Stockholm he had 
arranged. Ani became his life partner 
and the mother of their three 
daughters (he already had a son). With 
her he travelled to Chile several times 
Elaree<-iarer-\e(sre| (al Velde ky 1a) -lelaiy/c 
socialist in the poorest and toughest 
laxsile|alevelelaaverere hss 

Together with Searchlight’s other 
great Swedish friend and_ cor- 
respondent, the late Stieg Larsson, 
he was captivated by the idea of 
communication: Stieg as an analytical 
writer and photographer intent on 
making his research public and Basti 
as an agitational journalist and film 
maker who strove with Jan Bergman, a 
television producer and author, to 
realise the idea of a Swedish national 
archive for moving pictures. 

Basti’s abiding dream was to try to 
connect a triangle of internet portals 
uniting Africa, the Americas and 
Europe. In this vision, the old “slave 
triangle” which had caused so much 
oppression could be negated by a 
triangle of solidarity in which 
humanity was not divided and 
brutalised but united in fraternity 
across the oceans. This mirrored his 
boundless faith in humanity and his 
determination to fight for human 
dignity. It also reflected his view of 
the ocean as just another border to 
be crossed. 

Basti was a calm, gentle giant, a man 
of limitless generosity whose home 
was open to comrades from across the 
(elelel-e mit) [lic Wer Ie lave) el l(elae) 10)\) 
Plalcecialialiace) ie|aiecolec) velerelimienieiaulgcy 
which for him could never be 
atic iatcer 

He leaves his three daughters, his 
rolave ais /licy clare) cqojagie-lele) Avel| iacel 
his two brothers and two sisters, 
together with his friends and a host of 
fsiyeje)(=  elujearie| 0) si (sei 
ffaialetclavesr-) are! ele) |terers)| [ar-(e(<1ajall oy 

We all loved him. 

Graeme Atkinson 











































Wiha) aatelay alee). es () glelcela si eleslenanie 
for details of Sebastian's early life. 









Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
_PO Box 632, Blackburn 

_ BB4 4WT 


Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 
http://mywebpage.netscape.com/baraci 
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baracism@netscape.net 





Burnley Against Fascism 
PO Box 358, Burnley, 
BB11 2WA 


Bury Against Racism/ 
United Against Fascism 
karen.evans@virgin.net 

¥ Tel: 07974 400183 


Hyndburn Against Racism 
Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 





Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Oldham United Against Racism 
c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham OL1 1ED 


Pendle UAF 
PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
Tel: 0798 095 9054 
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Rochdale United Against Fascism 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 
waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 
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Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

Coo (@1\)2) Gi ihixela gleler=, @ilace)a) stey-(e) 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Keighley Together 
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Kirklees Unity 
PO Box 310, Huddersfield HD1 3YU 
Tel: 0787 5588850 
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Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
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Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 
PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 


York Unite Against Fascism 
yorkuaf@hotmail.co.uk 





Broxbourne Against Racism 
PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 1JR 


Northamptonshire 

Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
taycel@larelauar-lanl eleelarinlicacene)ce nel ¢ 








Dudley Unite Against Fascism 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 


Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 

rare l@leleracaeleleayialis aals 


Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 
Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
info@wolvestuc.org.uk 


To get your group's details included on this list in future editions of the magazine 














Walsall UAF 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 
PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 






























Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 10A 

Tel: 07759 660230 


Enfield UAF 
07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
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Redbridge and Epping Together 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
Tel: 07759 660230 



























Gateshead Against the Nazis 
6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 

Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
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Comment 


Protestant paramilitaries move 
towards mainstream politics 


By Matthew Collins 


TALKS OVER THE disbandment of 
the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) 
appear to have stalled after members 
and supporters on the mainland joined 
some sections in Northern Ireland in 
rejecting the alternative proposals for a 
new direction for the outlawed terrorist 
organisation. Full disbandment has now 
been shelved. 

Although “winding up” the 
organisation has been the clear and 
stated aim of the UVF and its political 
wing, the Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP), since the beginning of the year, 
people on the periphery of the 
organisation have so far rejected 
the proposals, for many and often 
disjointed reasons. 

In March, Searchlight reported how 
internal discussions between leading 
members of the organisation on its 
future had been leaked to influential 
journalists and reported sporadically. 

One respected source told Searchlight 
at the time that it was his opinion that 
the UVF would not even consider 
winding itself up until it had settled as 
many scores as possible. 

Ruled to be in breach of its ceasefire 
under the Good Friday Agreement, the 
UVF earlier this year finally forced 
the renegade Loyalist Volunteer Force 
(LVF) into disbanding after a number 
of shootings and beatings were meted 
out on members of the group. But away 
from and seemingly out of the control 
of the entrenched Belfast leadership, 
internal feuds and schisms have 
continued and indeed worsened. 

Former North Belfast UVF leader 
Mark Haddock, an admitted Special 
Branch informant, was shot eight times 
at the end of May by former colleagues, 
while he was himself facing trial for an 
attempted murder of a nightclub 
doorman. 

This led to a farcical situation 
where David Ervine, the PUP leader, 
denied the UVF was responsible, 
then the victim claimed the UVF was 
responsible, then a few days later the 
UVF leadership admitted it. 

The Belfast leadership’s push for 





winding up comes amid a considerable 
rise in profile and kudos of the PUP. 
Dawn Purvis, chairperson of the 
PUP and a research associate at 
the University of Ulster, was appointed 
to the Northern Ireland Policing board 
in April, while Ervine, a former UVF 
man, has been invited to join the 
mainstream Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) group in the reconvened 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

Although these moves have angered 
republicans and nationalists (and 
indeed the Speaker of the Assembly) 
Ervine is keen to push the PUP further 
forward into mainstream Northern 
Ireland politics and the Unionist 
political conscience. With the last 
PUP annual conference vote endorsing 
the continued “special relationship” 
between the PUP and the UVF, it 
would appear the Belfast leadership has 
little choice but to continue to pressure 
the UVF that there is a legitimate 
political future on the horizon. 

The UVF has now said it will decide 
its future after the 24 November 
deadline for the restoration of power- 
sharing. 

Ervine and Purvis seem to have made 
a good start. How the UUP will sit 
alongside some of Ervine’s more 
progressive and radical proposals 
remains to be seen. 





Attacks on migrants 

Figures released in June revealed that 
the number of migrant workers living 
and working in Northern Ireland had 
doubled in the past two years. This is 
mainly the result of the UK’s decision to 
allow nationals from the so-called A8 
countries — the east European and 
Baltic states that joined the EU in May 
2004 — access to the UK labour market. 
Just under 20,000 eastern Europeans 
are registered as working in Ulster, the 
bulk from Poland and Slovakia. 

The hostility directed towards foreign 
nationals living and working in 
Northern Ireland has been reported 
in Searchlight before. Loyalist areas in 
particular have witnessed a string of 
firebombings and orchestrated attacks 
against the new communities. Police 
have in the past arrested paramilitaries 
linked to the UVF and LVF, including 
one UVF commander, on charges 
relating to racist violence. 

One LVF splinter group operating 
with the UDA under the nom de plume 
Red Hand Defenders is said to be 
behind a growing number of attacks 
outside Belfast. Primarily a front for 
drug dealing and drug smuggling, its 
lawlessness was described by one UVF 
official as “territorialism”. It appears to 


be beyond the reins of control of either 
the UVF or UDA. 





A survey by the University of Ulster 
in 2000 reported that there was twice as 
much racial prejudice as sectarian 
prejudice in the province. This was 
despite the fact that Northern Ireland 
has one of the oldest Chinese 
communities in Europe. One third of 
people questioned in a similar poll ten 
years ago said they would not accept a 
Chinese person marrying into their 
family. Surprisingly then, over 80% of 
respondents did express a need to 
teach minority and ethnic culture 
and traditions to school children and 
roughly the same number agreed there 
was a need for effective equal 
opportunities policies in regard to 
BME people in the province. 

Maciej Bator from the Northern 
Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities 
(NICEM) sees the arrival of so many 
immigrants as a valuable asset. 

“I think migrant workers are very 
important for Northern Ireland. 
Belfast, in particular, is increasingly 
becoming a multicultural society. 
But the perception people have about 
migrant workers needs to be changed. 

“They think a lot of them are coming 
here just to take their jobs. These people 
want to work and make a life for 
themselves. 

“I do not think the government is 
prepared for so many different people 
from the EU. In the past there 
was maybe Chinese and Indian, but 
there are so many more now. A lot of 
them do not have access to information 
about benefits and entitlements, and 
much more needs to be done to raise 
awareness.” 

Barbara Muldoon, who works in the 
office of human rights lawyer Padraigin 
Drinan, has first-hand knowledge of 
the racism and prejudice encountered 
by migrant workers. 

She said: “Apart from the huge 
cultural contribution to Northern 
Ireland, these are genuine people 
desperate to work. We have an ageing 
society and most of the workers coming 
in are young and often well-educated. 
When they come to this country, we 
profit from their skills.” 

Race attacks in the province now 
average one a day, the highest figure in 
Europe. In June, a visiting Indian 
cricket team were chased by a gang of 
youths through Belfast in broad 
daylight, and the house they were 
staying in attacked. 

The British National Party has been 
promising to return to Northern Ireland 
politics for the past year and has now 
taken the first steps towards this, which 
can only exacerbate the situation. ~< 


Alison Antoine 
outside her 
home in 
Antrim after it 
was daubed 
with nazi and 
racist graffiti. 
Picture: 

Paul Faith/PA. 
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SWEDEN: Convicted criminals stand for the NSF 


Top to bottom: 
Anders Arleskog, 
Simon Eljefjard, 
Eddie Bernerstal, 
Goran Jonsson, 
Simon Lindberg, 
Andreas Carlsson, 
Daniel Héglund 


The NSF march in 
Stockholm on 

6 June 

All pictures: Expo 


SEVEN OF THE ten National 
Socialist Front candidates for the 
council elections in autumn have 
criminal convictions, Searchligh?’s sister 
magazine Expo has revealed, and half of 
them do not live in the areas where they 
are standing. 

The NSF will contest seats on six 
councils. The party stood for the first 
time in the 2002 municipal elections 
with four candidates in Karlskrona. 
Anders Arleskog, Bjorn Bjérkqvist, 
Daniel Hoglund and Catharina Lund- 
Ringstad between them won a pathetic 
208 votes (0.5%). 

Arleskog, 29, one of the NSF's 
national leaders, is again contesting 
Karlskrona. He has convictions for 
damage, racial incitement and law and 
order offences. Also seeking election in 
Karlskrona is Simon Eljefjard, 21, who 
joined the NSF in 2001 and _ has 
convictions for receiving stolen goods 
and illegal possession of alcohol. 
They are joined by Linda Gustavsson, 
24, who started her political career in the 
National Democrats but switched to the 
NSF in 2003. She only registered as a 
voter in Karlskrona in February this year. 

Eddie Bernerstal, 20, will fly the NSF 
flag in the Vara district. Bernerstal 
became an NSF member in 2001, is the 
leader of the party’s Norrkdéping 
division and is on the voters’ register at 


an address there. He has convictions for 
assault and battery and making illegal 
threats. Géran Jonsson, 20, one of the 
NSF's candidates in Linképing is 
actually registered in another town, 
Valdemarsvik, A party member since 
2003, Jonsson has legal responsibility 
for the NSF's rag The Swedish National 
Socialist and has a conviction for illegal 
possession of a knife. He has also been 
involved in a racial incitement case. 

His running mate in Link6ping, 
Jonas Andersson, 28, lives in the city 
when not in custody. He recently served 
six months in prison for preparation of 
serious assault and battery, violence 
against a civil servant, an arms offence, 
illegal possession of a dangerous object 
and two counts of perjury. The NSF is 
also fielding two candidates in 
Kristianstad: Simon Lindberg, the 
party’s leader in the Skane region, 
and Andreas Carlsson, 22, from 
Malmo. Both men have criminal 
convictions. In Flen and Trollhattan, 
the NSF is represented by Stefan 
Luukkonen, 24, another defector from 
the National Democrats, and Daniel 
Hoglund, 27, respectively. Héglund 
joined the NSF in 1997 and is part of 
the NSF’s national leadership. 

From Mikael Ekman and Daniel 

Olsson for Expo and Antifa-Net in 
Stockholm 





GERMANY: Nazi festival banned 


CITY OFFICIALS in Jena have 
banned this year’s misnamed nazi 
People’s Festival, 11 days before it was 
to be held on 10 June. The reason for 
the ban, which was later confirmed by a 
court, was not anti-fascist principles but 
the argument that there would not be 
enough police available because of the 
World Cup. 

The organisers had hoped to make it 
one of the biggest international right- 
wing meetings in Europe this year and 
had advertised speeches from a ragbag 
of racists and nazis including Udo Voigt 
(National Democratic Party - 
Germany), Mario Machado (Frente 
National — Portugal), Morten Borup 
(Dansk Front), Alessandro Mereu 
(Comunita politica di avanguardia - 
Italy), Robert Vesterlund (Yellow Cross 
— Sweden), Alexander Krassnow 
(Russia), Bojan Rassate (Gvardija — 
Bulgaria), Michal Lassak (Slovenské 
pospolitos Narodna strana — 
Slovakia), Milan Hroch (Narodni 
Odpor — Czech Republic), Wolf 
Kussé (Groenrechts — Belgium), 
Daniel Reinheimer (Hungary) and 
last but not least the British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin. 

To accompany the endless 
speeches, several nazi bands were 
signed up to provide “entertainment”, 
including Before the War (Slovakia), 
Verszerzédes (Hungary), English Rose 


(UK), Hate for Breakfast (Italy), Gigi & 
Musikalische Begleitung (Germany) 
and Asynija (Sweden). 

To lure as many followers as possible 
to Jena, the nazis created a dedicated 
website offering information in 18 
different languages and highlighting 
the event’s basic ideological messages: 
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fascism and devotion to “White Power” 
under the old fascist slogan “For a 
Europe of Nations”. 

There was no shortage of cash to 
fund the event, apparently provided by 
the White Power music scene, 
especially PC Records and Gjallarhorn 
Records, both based in Germany. 
Money was also raised by Hungarian 
Blood and Honour and Prospect of the 
Nation nazis at a gig in Nogradsap on 
18 March. 

Although the festival was outlawed, 
some 200 National Democratic Party 
followers managed to stage a White 
Power concert in the small town of 
Oberhof in Thiiringen. Police did not 
stop the gig even though it was quite 
clear that it was a substitute for Jena, 
and only intervened after midnight 
when nazis started breaking the law. 
They said later that there had been 
no legal basis for stopping the event 
as it had been held by the NPD 

which is allowed to hold private 
meetings whenever it wishes 
under Germany’s party laws. 
Although the organisers of this 

year’s People’s Festival made a 

financial loss because of the ban, 
they have already booked the 
venue for next year’s event. 

From Christian Dornbusch 
for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa 
Net in Berlin 


Russia: Nazi killers arrested in St Petersburg 





POLICE HAVE ARRESTED 13 
nazis suspected of several murders in 
St Petersburg. A series of racist killings 
since 2003 include the brutal murder 
of Khursheda Sultanova, a nine-year- 
old Tajik girl, in February 2004, the 
assassination of the noted scholar and 
anti-fascist Nikolai Girenko on 19 
June 2004 and the shooting of the 
anti-racist activist Lamsar Samba Sell 
on 7 April this year. 

Eight of the 13 were charged and 
some of them have admitted their 
involvement. Known as the Mad 
Crowd, they are just one of several 
violent nazi skinhead gangs roaming 
St Petersburg. Alexei Voievodin, one of 
its leaders, has previously served three 
years in prison. Another, Dmitri 
Borovikov, 21, was shot during the 
raids after confronting police with a 
knife. Police believe Borovikov 
murdered Lamsar Samba Sell with a 
single shot through the neck. 

Last year, six members of the Mad 
Crowd were convicted for violence and 
jailed for terms of two to three years. 


Although some of the nazis arrested at 
the end of May had swastika tattoos, 
they did not all fit the image of 
shaven-headed thugs. Two are 
university students. Searches of their 
homes uncovered explosives and 
extremist literature. Police suspect that 
the nazis killed two members of their 
own gang and were planning to bomb 
a café frequented by African students 
as well as a series of armed robberies. 
Racist murders in Moscow continue. 
At the end of May a French citizen of 
African origin was kidnapped and a 
young Armenian and a Tajik man were 
killed. The main suspect in the last 
case is a Moscow schoolboy who has 
come under the influence of skinheads. 
The increasingly prejudice-filled 
atmosphere in Russia was apparent 
again on 27 May in Moscow when a 
hundred gay activists tried to hold 
a gay rights demonstration near 
the Kremlin. In the preceding 
month, opponents had whipped up an 
anti-gay frenzy. A popular television 
programme featured a debate between 


a Moscow gay activist and an MP 
followed by a poll of viewers which 
came down in support of the MP and 
his supposed Christian values and 
Russian Orthodox traditions. 

Official permission for the 
demonstration was refused and as soon 
as it started, the marchers were 
surrounded by a huge force of OMON 
riot police and arrested. Also present 
was a howling 150-strong mob of 
assorted fascists, skinheads, 
nationalists and religious bigots. 
Addressing them, Nikolai Kurjanivich, 
an MP from the right-wing extremist 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia 
and a notorious antisemite, nationalist 
and Orthodox fanatic, said that 
Russia should restore laws against 
homosexuals and put them in prison 
camps. Similar sentiments were 
expressed by Talgat Tajuddin, the 
leading Muslim mufti in Russia and 
Mikail Dudko, the secretary to 
Moscow’s Orthodox patriarch. 

From Mara Vladimirova for 
Antifa-Net in Moscow 








International 


NORWAY: 
Hunger strike for asylum 


POLICE HAVE MOVED in to try to 
break up a hunger strike by Afghan 
refugees in Oslo outside the city’s 
cathedral. The intervention was 
initiated by the church which, it 
appears, did not want people dying on 
its lawns and by Erling Lae, head of the 
Conservative-Progress Party coalition 
that runs Oslo, who was concerned 
about sanitary conditions and the 
impression the strike gave to visitors to 
the city. 

The police dropped the Afghans 
off a short walk away from the 
cathedral before tearing down their 
tents. Two hours later the hunger 
strikers were back at the cathedral, now 
in the open air. 

More than 100 Afghan asylum 
seekers are on hunger strike across 
Norway, protesting against forcible 
repatriation to Afghanistan, which the 
Norwegian government considers 









removed by the police 


Faces of despair: After three weeks’ hunger strike, desperate asylum seekers saw their tents 


“safe”. Sixty have been on hunger 
strike since 26 May and others have 
joined them since then because 
the government refused to reconsider 
their cases. 

According to the government, 
2,000 refugees are to be returned to 
Afghanistan where they can supposedly 
stay safely in the capital, Kabul. 
Critics have pointed out that 
Norwegian policy conflicts with recom- 
mendations made by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. According to the UN, only 
those from Kabul should be returned 
there. Most of the hunger strikers do 
not come from Kabul but belong to the 
Hazara people of central and northern 
Afghanistan. 

The Norwegian Afghanistan 
Committee says the security situation 
in the country is rapidly deteriorating 
and advises the government not to 
repatriate refugees. Meanwhile, the 
government is doing its best to get itself 
off the hook by holding several 


>. 


Pictures: Tor Bach, Monitor 


BELGIUM: Convicted far-right leader will lose political rights 


THE COURT OF appeal in Brussels 
has finally convicted Daniel Féret 
(pictured), “life president” of the 
Belgian far-right Front National (FN), 
for racism after a long-running trial 
that first started in 2002. Féret, 61, was 
found guilty of the publication and 
distribution of various racist pamphlets 
and booklets in the Brussels region over 
the past two decades. He will lose his 
political rights for the next ten years. 
The ruling means he cannot run as 
an election candidate and might end 
his long and eventful political career 
as a racist. The court also sentenced 
him to carry out 250 hours of 
community service in a multicultural 


centre in Brussels. If Féret, who is 
obsessed with law and order, refuses 
to comply — and he has already 
declared that he will not — he will be 
jailed for six months. 

This is not Féret’s first brush with 
the law. In 1987, he was convicted in 
Mons for providing a bogus medical 
statement that turned out to be part 
of a false alibi for a gangster. Féret 
now says he plans to move to Moscow 
where Vladimir Zhirinovski, the 
Russian ultranationalist leader, has 
declared his support for Féret’s 
request for political asylum. The far- 
right politician will reportedly help 


Férét to find accommodation in 


In chains and starving for asylum: 
Afghan refugees outside parliament in Oslo 


meetings with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the Red 
Cross and several other concerned 
groups. The government originally 
offered Afghans 5,000 kroner (£435) to 
go home then raised the bribe to 10,000 
kroner to no effect. 

Several prominent anti-racists have 
formed a support committee. 
They include Nadeem Butt of the Oslo 
Antiracist Centre, Thorvald Steen, the 
former chairman of the Norwegian 
Authors’ Union, and Elisabeth Eide, a 
journalist and Afghanistan expert. 
Several hundred people have signed a 
petition to the government demanding 
that the refugees are granted permission 
to stay. 

While Norwegian troops and F16 
bombers are at war in Afghanistan and 
Norwegians are advised not to travel 
there, the Norwegian government 
ludicrously insists that Afghanistan is a 
suitable place to send people who have 
nothing left but fear and despair. 

From Tor Bach in Oslo for 
Monitor and Antifa-Net 


Moscow to “escape anti-nationalist 
repression in Belgium’. 

Georges-Pierre Tonnelier, one of 
Féret’s many former assistants and 
onetime webmaster for the FN, was 
convicted for racism in the same 
trial and ordered to 
pay a fine of €744 
(4500). He will 
lose his political 
rights for seven 
years. 

From Wim 

Haelsterman for 
AFF-Verzet/ 
RésistanceS 
in Brussels 











Nazi arsonist convicted 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


A ROTTERDAM COURT has convicted a 
nazi activist to 30 months’ imprisonment 
for an arson attack on a mosque in June 
last year. The evidence against Ben van 
der Kooi included CCTV footage of him 
cycling along the street where the 
mosque is located with a can of petrol. 
Van der Kooi's attack took place only days 
after the fascist National Alliance (NA) 
demonstrated against the mosque. 

Five days after the fire, a rightist think- 
tank was publicly launched by Hilbrand 
Nawijn, a former List Pim Fortuyn 
minister, and Philip Dewinter, leader of 
the Belgian extremist Vlaams Belang. 
The launch took place at the late Pim 
Fortuyn’s house in Rotterdam. 

Also present was van der Kooi, 
who attends every right-wing meeting 
in Rotterdam. Unable to keep his mouth 
shut, he told a woman that it “the petrol 
was heavy to carry. | didn't do it alone, 
| had a man looking out. It went 
very quickly.” 

Soon afterwards, the woman 
recognised van der Kooi in police pictures 
from the night of the arson attack and 
reported his remarks at the meeting to 
the police together with the information 
that he was planning to blow up the new 
mosque in Rotterdam. 

Police surveillance caught van der 
Kooi on the same bike as on the 
CCTV footage and hurling a bag 
of clothes into a container, 
together with another NA 
activist. The clothes and shoes ( 
in the bag smelt of petrol and \ 
contained van der Kooi’s DNA. 


Blue paint stains on his coat were of 
the same paint that had been 












used to daub “White Power” 
signs on the mosque and was / 
also found on the wall of the / 
cellar of van der Kooi's home. / 
As well as all this damning | 
evidence, a Fortuyn / 
follower in Rotterdam | 
recognised van der Kooi's | ~ 
handwriting and handed 
policeadocument he had pa 





signes. 

Despite the proof 
against him, van der 
Kooi pleaded his 


innocence. The judge 
was not convinced 
and commented in 
his verdict given on 






ee 





Arsonist Ben van der Kooi (right) listens intently to a speech by NA leader Jan Teijn at a 


demonstration against the mosque in Rotterdam July 2005 


13 April,“In the judgment of the court on 
the presented evidence, the suspect's 
statement that he was not the person 
seen cycling on camera footage has to be 
seen as a deliberate lie to cover up the 
truth that he burned the Djama Mashid 
Shaan-e-Islam mosque”, 

Following van der Kooi’s arrest, his 
party, the NA, denied any involvement 
and distanced itself from the arson attack. 
Later the NA unhesitatingly supported 
van der Kooi, declaring that he was 
innocent, was convicted by a “left-wing 
fascist court” and is a “victim of a witch 
hunt against nationalists” 

NA members, have threatened and 
intimidated witnesses who gave 
evidence and have put their 
addresses and phone numbers on 
their web forum. As a result, several 
frightened witnesses _ tried 
unsuccessfully to withdraw their 

Statements. 

A remarkable aspect of 

the van der Kooi case 

\ has been the silence of 

\ Leefbar Rotterdam and 

' Nieuw Rechts, — of 

y which he was a 

|} prominent activist or 
even a member. 

: Van der Kooi has 

* =) appealed against his 

J conviction but some 

/ questions remain un- 

answered. Who were his 

accomplices? Why does he 

continue to claim to have 

been at the house of Jan 







Allerseelen singer Gerhard 
Petak performs in a trance, 
Arnhem, May 2006 


Picture: Kafka 


Teijn, the NA leader, who denies this 
claim? The van der Kooi case is not over 
by any means. 

That van der Kooi’s conviction has not 
cramped the NA‘s style was shown when 
the party staged a tiny 30-strong march 
in Amsterdam on 27 May. The populist 
issue the fascists picked up this time was 
the closure of the paedophile club 
Martijn. During the morning of the NA 
demonstration, anti-fascists occupied the 
NA‘ redirection point and doused some 
of the fascists with paint. Sixteen anti- 
fascists were later arrested but the NA 
was only able to march through the 
former Jewish neighbourhood, ringed by 
police and watched by a police 
helicopter. 

Two weeks before the NA parade, 
Arnhem played host to the Austrian new 
right Darkwave band Allerseelen. 
Despite being warned about the group's 
support for the racist concept of a 
“Europe for the European peoples’, the 
concert hall’s management let the band 
play. The concert’s 120-strong audience, 
half of them German, showed _ its 
loyalties by flaunting Thor Hammer 
badges and jewellery, death in June 
T-shirts, SS Death's Head symbols and 
brown shirts. However Allerseelen singer 
Gerhard Petak claims he never saw any 
of this stuff. 

Members of the Dutch branch of the 
international nazi web forum Stormfront 
tried to hold a meeting in Utrecht on 
6 May, the anniversary of Fortuyn’'s 
murder four years ago. The nazis were 
confronted by about 30 anti-fascists 
who managed to persuade the police to 
move the assembled mob of nazi 
boneheads and racist gabbers by train to 
nearby Hilversum. ~~ 





Nazi veterans at Ulrichsberg 


Right: memorial to Hitler's 
Norwegian volunteers 





The Ulrichsberg gathering and the 
peace they stand for 


By Rita Ruesch for Rosa Antifa Wien and Antifa-Net in collaboration with Josefine Broz 


for the Working Group against the Carinthian Consensus 


ANTI-FASCISTS ARE planning to 
protest at the annual rally of Nazi 
Wehrmacht and Waffen SS veterans on 
the weekend of 15-17 September 2006. 
The event has taken place each year 
since 1958 at Carinthia’s picturesque 
Ulrichsberg mountain at the so-called 
European Returnees’ memorial. 

Nazi veterans, their relations and 
their ideological heirs will join with 
leading politicians to participate in 
what is now probably the biggest 
meeting of former Nazi volunteers in 
the German-speaking countries. 
Delegations and Kameradschaften from 





Germany, Norway, Belgium, Finland, 
France, Sweden, Denmark, Italy and 
the Netherlands attend the gathering, 
which has the support of the Austrian 
army, the approval of nearly all 
the political parties in Carinthia and 
the sympathy of the local population. 
The rally commemorates those who 
were killed in the war and the “decent 
fulfilment of their duties” as soldiers. 
It helps sustain the myth of their death in 
combat and “self-sacrifice” for the 
“freedom of the Fatherland” in doth world 
wars as well as in the Carinthian “defence 
campaign’ against Slovenia after 1918. 


This myth reverses the identities of 
victims and culprits and promotes 
fascist, anti-Slovenian and _ historical 
revisionist traditions. While the alleged 
“victims” of anti-fascist partisans are 
commemorated, the role of the 
partisans in the liberation from fascism 
is obviously ignored. Instead the deeds 
of the Nazi soldiers are glorified and 
their crimes are downplayed, denied or 
reinterpreted as “necessary acts of war”. 

A key role in the Ulrichsberg 
Association is played by Kameradschaft 
IV (KIV), a right-wing extremist 
organisation of Waffen SS veterans. 





KIV derives its name from the claim 
that the Waffen SS, which the postwar 
Nuremberg tribunal declared a part of 
the SS and therefore a criminal 
organisation, was the fourth component 
of the Wehrmacht and therefore 
“harmless”. 

During the Ulrichsberg rally, which 
acts as a magnet for young nazis, former 
SS men from several countries hold 
Kameradschaftsabende (evenings of 
comradeship) at which they swap 
reminiscences. The day before the 
Ulrichsberg meeting, KIV organises its 
own event in nearby Krumpendorf at 
which old and new Nazis meet in 
private and openly voice their hate- 
filled opinions. 

Among the regulars at this part of the 
festivities is the Dutch Nazi icon 
Florentine Rost van Tonningen and her 
close friend Gudrun Burwitz, Heinrich 
Himmler’s daughter. Burwitz was an 
official of the Wiking-Jugend (WJ), 
banned in 1994 because of its hostility 
to Germany's democratic constitution. 

Today she is active in the so-called 
Stille Hilfe (Silent Aid), which helps take 
care of former war criminals. Other 
regular participants include members of 
the German nazi Ordensgemeinschaft 
der Ritterkreuztriger (an association of 
soldiers awarded the Knight’s Cross, a 
high military decoration in Hitler’s 
Germany), such as Otto Kumm, a former 
member of Hitler's bodyguard unit. 

Other SS officers attending, to the 
great acclaim of the younger nazis, 
include Peter Timm, a member of the 
notorious Dirlewanger brigade of the 
SS, Henri Moreau from the SS 
division Wallonie and Séren Kam, a 
former Danish SS officer. Kam was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the murder of a journalist in Denmark 
but continued to live comfortably 
in Bavaria. His trial was reopened in 
Germany in 1998 but wound up a 
year later. 

Several members of the German SS 
veterans organisation HIAG generally 
turn up to both the Krumpendorf and 
the Ulrichsberg meetings. During the 
Ulrichsberg weekend, lectures and 
speeches paint a positive view of 
German soldiers, including the SS, 
and deny the criminal character of the 
Nazis’ war of aggression between 
1939 and 1945. 

The attendance of senior 
mainstream politicians has tended to 
provide an element of democratic 
legitimacy for these activities. 
Because of widespread criticism since 
the late 1990s, some of those 
responsible for the Ulrichsberg 


gathering have tried to pursue a more 
modest policy and open the event to 
their former enemies. The more 
extreme elements have opposed this. 

The diminishing number of survivors 
of the war has forced the Ulrichsberg 
Association to seek a more future- 
orientated perspective. The memorial has 
been renamed the Ulrichsberg Peace 
Memorial and now not only com- 
memorates those killed in the war but is 
seen in a “European peace context”. 

The new line is that the Waffen SS’s 
true aim was a peacefully united 
Europe. In this way the veterans of 
Hitler Germany’s war of extermination 
become fighters for a united Europe 
and the Second World War turns into a 
defensive war against communism. 
Needless to say, the Holocaust is 
completely and conveniently ignored; 
indeed it was never mentioned at the 
Ulrichsberg gathering until recently. 

In 2005 Josef Martinez, a Carinthian 
politician, gave the formal welcome and 
for the first time mentioned Auschwitz 
and the responsibility of the individual, 
in particular members of the Totenkopf 
SS and the Waffen SS, for the 
despicable crimes they committed. 
At this many guests got up and walked 
out. The same had happened in 2003 
when the historian Claudia Friss- 





Ehrenfeld dared to point out the 
Wehrmacht’s guilt in Hitler’s war of 
mass murder. 

Martinez’s accusations against the SS 
provoked Rudolf Gallob, the president 
of the Ulrichsberg Association, to make 
it clear that it can distinguish between 
members of the Totenkopf SS and 
soldiers of the Waffen SS, who are 
welcome to Ulrichsberg. 

One feature of the Ulrichsberg 
memorial site is the so-called 
“Ehrenhain” (grove of honour), which 
contains plaques with commemorative 
inscriptions and armorial symbols, 
including one for the Kameradschaft 
IV, several for the Kameradschaft 
ehemaliger Gebirgsjager (association of 
former Wehrmacht mountain troops), 
some from volunteer units and some 
from the Wehrmacht from several 
countries including Germany, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Italy, 
Spain and Latvia. Most prominent are 
inscriptions including a variation on the 
motto of the Waffen SS: “The soldiers’ 
honour is his loyalty”. 

One plaque is dedicated by the 
members of the Medical Academy 
Berlin-Graz. There is also a relief called 
Kameraden created by Hitler’s sculptor 
Arno Breker, whose — sculptures 
expressed the Nazi perception of art. 
Several other plaques and 
inscriptions provoked objections 
from the Austrian Ministry of 
Internal Affairs because they 
belonged to forbidden organisations 
or did not conform to Austrian 
postwar legislation, so had to be 
altered or removed. 

In 1997 activists calling 
themselves “kommando  z.a.l.a” 
destroyed the Ulrichsberg memorial. 
Although most people distanced 
themselves from this terrorist act, it 
did lead to a wider debate on 
the National Socialist aspect of the 
memorial. It was soon rebuilt 
without much protest. 

In 2005 a group of anti-fascist 
activists founded the Working 
Group against the Carinthian 
Consensus (AKCC) and mobilised 
on a broader scale for protests against 
the militarist Ulrichberg gathering. 
They organised an information stall 
in Klagenfurt and a demonstration, 
and invited historical witnesses and 
historians to a public meeting. 
The information stall, which some 
nazis tried to attack, caused heated 
discussions between activists and 
passers-by intending to join the 
crowd on Ulrichsberg. Protest at least 
had now been established. ~= 
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Immigration 


By Leonard Zeskind 


ON 1 MAY, chicken processing plants 
all across the South closed down, 
as workers stayed at home. Beef 
slaughterhouses in western Kansas and 
Nebraska closed their doors for the 
same reason. Construction worksites 
were quiet. And fast food restaurants in 
every community could not open. 
Latino workers and immigrants of 
all kinds flexed their collective muscle 
in a dramatic show of political unity 
and power. 

Just three weeks before these 
activities, reminiscent of the General 
Strike, up to one million people 
marched in the streets for human 
dignity. Goaded into action by the 
threat of draconian legislation in 
Congress and mobilised by a newly 
insurgent Spanish-speaking media, a 
mass grassroots immigrant rights 
movement has finally arrived. It could 
yet change the calculus by which 
questions of immigration reform are 
settled. But for now, immigration 
remains the principal battlefield for 
issues of race, class and nation in the 
United States. And white nationalists 
are not yet read to cede any of the 
ground they have recently won. 

Earlier this year, the House 
of Representatives passed the 
Sensenbrenner Bill as its contribution 
to “immigration reform” legislation. 
If a version of this bill takes effect, it 
would turn undocumented immigrants 
into felons, thus making them 
ineligible for citizenship in the future. 
It also criminalises anyone who gives 
these immigrants assistance of any 
kind, including providing them with 
simple social welfare and routine 
medical services. 

A measure passed by the Senate is not 
quite as punitive as the House version. 
It would create a narrow portal towards 
legalisation and citizenship, for example. 
But it does nothing to solve the basic 
problem: the small number of available 
legal permits compared to the number of 
jobs awaiting immigrant labour. And it 
contains its own set of narrowing 
punitive measures, including a provision 
that English becomes our “national 
language”. One Republican Senator from 





Tennessee argued, “English is our 
common language. It is more than that. 
It is the common language of a number 
of countries, but English is part of our 
national identity. It is part of our blood. 
It is part of our spirit.” (Apparently the 
only thing that stood in the way of 
making it part of the American soil is 
that English, French and Spanish- 
speakers stole the land from those 
speaking Sioux, Cree and other native 
languages.) 

As the summer began, the Senate and 
House of Representatives go into 
“conference”, supposedly to work out a 
piece of mutually acceptable legislation. 
The  stiff-necked _ultra-nationalists 
around Congressman Tom Tancredo 
have vowed to sink any compromise 
that includes anything they think smells 
of “amnesty for illegals”. The debate in 
Congress has been so vicious that even 
conservatives have been forced to 
recognise the racism, if not the white 
nationalism, spewing out of their 
colleagues. “Some anti-immigrant 
Republicans are guilty of demagoguery 
and racism,” said Mike Huckabee from 
Arkansas, a Republican governor, to the 
press. Meanwhile immigrant rights 
activists are hoping that their so-called 
friends in the Senate dont cave in 
during compromise negotiations. 

With a stalemate possible in 
Congress, the strategy that anti- 
immigrant organisations will adopt in 
the run-up to mid-term elections next 
November is finally taking shape. In a 
letter to supporters of her Team 
America PAC, Bay Buchanan, Pat 
Buchanan’ sister and former campaign 
manager, argued for inflicting defeats 
on Republican congressman not 
sympathetic enough to her cause. 
Their first target is Congressman 
Chris Cannon, whom Buchanan 
described as an “open border 
Republican from Utah”. After Cannon, 
Buchanan hopes to pick off similarly 
defined Republicans until nativists and 
xenophobes wrest complete control of 
the party away from the so-called One 
Worlders such President George Bush. 
For its part, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR) 
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Congressman Tom Tancredo 


has called for defeating a “guest worker” 
plan promoted by a_ Republican 
Congressman from Indiana, Mike 
Pence. FAIR too targets Republicans 
first and foremost. 

Meanwhile, out in the streets and 
meeting halls, the white nationalists and 
anti-immigrant activists have switched 
from media-oriented big splash events 
to a tighter focus on local organising. 
More than 200 grass roots leaders and 
activists gathered at a recent “United to 
Fight Summit” in Las Vegas, according 
to research conducted by the Center for 
New Community. They told themselves 
tales of woe: One speaker's grandson 
took American flags to school one day 
and had them confiscated. Later they 
were found in the trash, he said, as the 
audience gasped in disbelief. Someone 
else claimed Mexicans were converting 
to Islam and joining al-Qaeda. 

Candidates for state office spoke during 
the day. In the evening Republican 
Congressman Steve King from Iowa told 
the assembly that he wanted to get rid of 
or change the 14th Amendment, which 
guarantees civil rights for all and 
birthright citizenship for all those born 
inside the United States, regardless of the 
legal status of their parents. “We've got a 
slow motion Holocaust on our hands,” he 
said, without any apparent regard for the 
truth. 

At one point a Latina woman came 
out of the audience and declared that 
she was proud to be a “coconut”, brown 
on the outside and white on the inside. 
The entire crowd cheered madly while 
she told them she considered herself 
“white”. She might not have met the 
so-called genetic qualifications of 
the national socialist sects, but she 
was close enough for the racists and 
white nationalists controlling the 
speakers’ podium that day. ~= 





Polish antisemite takes charge of education 


Rafal Pankowski reports for Nigdy Wiecej and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


ROMAN GIERTYCH, an antisemitic 
Polish nationalist and leader of the 
League of Polish Families (PFL), has 
been appointed Vice Premier and 
Education Minister. As Education 
Minister, Giertych will be responsible 
for increasing awareness of the 
Holocaust, fighting antisemitism and 
making arrangements for visits by 
Israeli students to Nazi death camps 
in Poland. 

The PFL is a bigoted ultra-Catholic- 
nationalist party that presents itself as 
the political and ideological heir of an 
anti-Jewish party that operated in 
Poland between the two world wars. 
Poland's gay and lesbian community 
will also face a tough battle as a result 
of the PFs inclusion in the 
government. Giertych’s presence 
sits uncomfortably with recent 
assurances given by Poland's 
president to the Israeli ambassador 
that there will be “no space for 
antisemitism in Poland”. 

This latest scandal echoes similar 
concerns over the activities of 
Mateusz Piskorski MP. Piskorski, 28, is a 
shadowy figure who has been known 
to Searchlight readers for several years. 
He made his name as a translator and 
publisher of hardcore nazi material 
such as National Socialism, a pamphlet 
by the British nazi satanist loony David 
Myatt. Since last autumn, Piskorski 
has been an MP for a populist 
party politically close to the Polish 
government. 

Searchlight's Polish sister magazine, 
Nigdy wiecej (Never Again), has 
monitored Piskorski’s activities since 
the mid-1990s. Gazeta Wyborcza, 
Poland’s main daily paper, recently 
published a long article on him by a 
member of the Nigdy Wiece team. 
The article yet again exposed 
Piskorski’s militant nazi background 
and documented how he 
enthusiastically published several nazi 
skinzines not long ago. 

The material in these rags 
was deeply racist and offensive. 
For example, an article in 1999 about 
the conviction of a skinhead for 
beating up an African American 


working as a basketball player in 
Poland and titled “Judeo-justice”, said 
“Many of you ... must have heard of 
the punishment of one of the most 
accomplished members of our 
movement, Pawel from Stargard. 
When it occurred, the attack on the 
nigger Eggelston was widely reported 
even in the national media ... The 
court that handed down this verdict 
was Clearly not guided by the interests 
of Poland, nor that of the white race. 
Pawel is in jail, and the provocateur 
Eggelston still besmirches Polish earth 
rather than hopping around 
someplace in Mozambique from one 
palm tree to another in search of 
coconuts, is constantly wandering the 
streets of Stargard.” 

In his main publication, Odala, 
Piskorski sang the praises of the so- 
called Aryan Race and of Adolf Hitler. 
He also supported the struggle 
against ideologies “foreign to our 
race, such as Christianity, Liberalism, 
and Marxism’, describing fascist Italy 
and Nazi Germany as the most 
successful nations of all time, and 
publishing interviews with notorious 
Holocaust deniers. 

Over the years, Piskorski and his 
friends, Marcin Martynowski and Igor 
Gorewicz, have moved increasingly in 
the direction of fascist neo-paganism 
and racist pan-Slavism. Another 
article in  Odala proclaimed: 
“Considering the decay and 
multiraciality of the West, only a 
united Slavdom - the northern 
empire of the rising sun — is the hope 
for the White Race and anyone in the 
West who does not support the Slavs 
betrays the White Race and himself”. 

In 2001,  Piksorski’s pagan 
association, Niklot, lost a court case it 
brought against Marcin Kornak, the 
editor of Nigdy Wiecej/Never Again 
magazine, for calling the 
group “chauvinistic and antisemitic” 
The lawsuit flopped, the judge noting 
that such a description was, in fact, 
quite accurate. 

Piskorski and his playmates first 
tried to enter the political mainstream 
in 2000 by allying themselves with the 


local Peasant Party (PSL) but this 
attempt failed after it came under 
media scrutiny. Two years later 
Piskorski’s mob enlisted in the 
populist Samoobrona (Self-Defence) 
party but in 2004 he was forced to 
withdraw from running for a European 
Parliament seat after his fascist 
background was again mentioned by 
the press. 

Nevertheless, he resurfaced last year 
as a successful candidate for the Polish 
national parliament and as a chief 
adviser to Andrzej Lepper, leader of 
Samoobron, 

Since his election to parliament, 
Piskorski has participated in a Brussels 
conference of Reseau Voltaire, a 
conspiracy obsessed group that 
believes the 9/11 attacks were the 
work of Mossad and CIA. He has also 
visited and supported Transnistria, a 
mafia-ruled breakaway republic on 
the territory of Moldova, which is a 
magnet for the Russian fascists and 
extremists with whom Piskorski is 
linked via Alexander Dugin’s Euroasian 
Movement. 

His Transnistrian trip, also exposed 
by Nigdy Wiecej, led the Polish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs to slap tougher 
restrictions on MPs’ use of diplomatic 
passports. Embarrassed, Lepper, who 
is chasing increased _ political 
respectability, with his eyes set firmly 
on the deputy Prime Minister’s job’ 
threatened Piskorski’s expulsion from 
the party and forced him to admit his 
“mistake”. Despite this, Piskorski 
remains a_ leading light in 
Samoobrona’s foreign policy group. 

His links with the extreme right are 
far from a mere thing of the past as 
illustrated by a recent formal question 
he put in parliament to the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, calling for repression 
of “so-called anti-fascist groups”. 

A commentator on the European 
Tribune, writing in the wake of the 
Gazeta Wyborcza exposé, noted aptly: 
“The fact that this disgusting nutcase 
can be an MP and senior figure in a 
party which is in a de facto 
parliamentary coalition with the 
government is just depressing.” ~ 
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Far-right support plummets in local elections 


By Alfio Bernabei 

FASCISTS SUFFERED ANOTHER 
electoral set back at the local elections 
held last month in 1,269 


municipalities, including Milan, Turin, 
Rome and Naples, and eight provincial 
administrations. 

That's the good news. The bad news 
is the degree of political convergence 
between the fascists and Silvio 
Berlusconi's House of Liberties 
coalition, now the national opposition. 
In the key constituency of Milan, for 
instance, the Berlusconi candidate for 
Mayor, Letizia Moratti, won over her 
opponent of the Centre-Left with the 
endorsement of the two main fascist 
parties: Luca Romagnoli’s Movimento 
Sociale-Fiamma Tricolore and 
Alessandra Mussolini's Azione Sociale. 

Moratti, so trusted by the fascists, 
was once the president of RAI, the 
Italian national broadcasting network. 
Mussolini warmly greeted her victory: 
“She was elected to govern Italy's 
financial capital with my _ party's 
contribution’, she said. “Now we shall 
govern Milan”. The “we” may be 
technically correct as Moratti enjoyed 
her support and every vote counted. 
But typically of Mussolini’s inflated 
rhetoric, Azione Sociale received a 
paltry 0.5% in Milan. This result was 
matched in Rome (0.6%), where 
Gianfranco Fini’s National Alliance 
mayoral candidate Gianni Alemanno, 
of the House of Liberties coalition, 
again warmly supported by Mussolini, 
was roundly defeated by the Centre 
Left candidate Walter Veltroni. 

Azione Sociale managed to elect 
some councillors in Ravenna, central 
Italy, and in a couple of small towns in 
southern Italy. But the overall results 
confirmed the trend of the general 
elections held in April in which the far 
right in general fell well below 1% 
nationally and suffered a huge setback 
compared to the European elections 
in 2004 in which both Mussolini and 
Romagnoli managed to gain election 
as MEPs. 

The steep decline in the fascist vote 
at these latest elections turned into a 
disaster for Roberto Fiore, leader of 
Forza Nuova (FN). In Rome, where 
Fiore’s party is based, it obtained an 


invisible 0.2%. FN however claimed a 
“success” in Rovigo, northern Italy, 
with 1.2%, and in a small ward in Lodi, 
northern Italy, with 4%. Only four FN 
councillors were elected in even 
smaller wards. In tune with Mussolini's 
rhetoric, Fiore also claimed that FN 
had “contributed in some cases to the 
elections of mayors in several towns”. 

FN sought consolation from its poor 
local election results in a vote of a 
wholly different nature. “Our member, 
Gaetano Paolozzi, has been elected to 
the Council for Civil Engineering of 
Ancona University, Central Italy’, read a 
news report on the FN website, under 
the headline “For the first time Forza 
Nuova makes a breakthrough into 
Ancona University”. For years FN has 
sought to foster fascist intellectuals 
and has set up campaigns in university 
campuses trying to create local 
students wards, hence the eagerness 
to celebrate Paolozzi’s academic 
placement as a step forward. 

Shaken by an electoral defeat that 
spells out the fascists’ failure to engage 
the electorate with its political agenda, 
either through its  eight-point 
programme cited in their manifesto or 
with its effort to arouse interest in local 
issues, both FN and Azione Sociale 
have been grasping at straws in an 
attempt to remain afloat and in the 
public eye. FN picketed some cinemas 
where The Da Vinci Code was being 
shown, on the grounds that the film 
insulted Christianity. Azione Sociale 
joined in a rally against “the paedophile 
Dutch party” said to have been set up 
in the Netherlands. In a stunt to attract 
media attention, it unfurled huge 
banners by the steps of Trinita dei 
Monti, one of Rome's favourite tourist 
spots, and displayed images of a small 
child with the caption “Keep your 
hands off our children’. 

Unlike other countries where 
campaigns against paedophilia are 
racially indiscriminate and do not 
shrink from denouncing scandals 
involving Catholic priests, in Italy, and 
especially among the far right, the 
subtext is that all the rot comes from 
abroad. Not a word of criticism of the 
Catholic Church is allowed. In an effort 


to explain the use of the Celtic Cross in 
its party logo, FN describes it as of 
“direct divine tradition”. It says that it 
was first used by the Roman Emperor 
Constantine whose vision of God 
telling him to adopt the symbol led 
him to defeat his enemies in battle 
and thus “proselytise Christianity”. 

This idea of militant Christianity, 
inextricably entwined with the Italian 
far right’s self-appointed role as 
soldiers of Christ, and now Pope 
Ratzinger, not only provides an excuse 
for xenophobia and racism, but 
produces acts of violence that trickle 
down into everyday life. 

As well as the more publicised 
incidents that have attracted some 
media attention, especially those 
involving displays of racist banners in 
stadiums, the Italian Antifa website 
www.ecn.org/antifa, lists at least 70 
acts of violence that have taken place 
in the past six months and have been 
virtually ignored by the press. 

They include: “16 attacks against 
centri sociali, (community centres used 
by leftwing youths); 21 attacks “against 
militant antifascists’; 12 attacks 
“against immigrants, homosexuals, 
Jehovah's witnesses and youths 
dressed in non-conformist attire’; 19 
examples of “damage to property, 
nazi-fascist graffiti, threats”; one attack 
“against the party branch of Partito 
Rifondazione Comunista” and one of 
aggression “against a politician’. 

Among the specific incidents Antifa 
cites an ambush of a journalist from 
Lazio.net, a website set up to combat 
racism among football fans, an attack 
against a Councillor in Milan who had 
sought to block a nazi-fascist rally and 
swastikas painted on a building where 
an exhibition on the Holocaust had 
been staged. 

The list continues with an act of 
aggression at Rome railway station 
against a youth who was wearing a T- 
shirt with “militant antifascism” 
printed on it, various attacks against 
gays and gay venues and the sending 
of five live bullets to the offices of a 
leftwing party with a note readeing: 
“You: the star of David, we: five live 
bullets”. <= 
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Editorial 


Three weeks after Kingsley Read made his 
notorious “one down - one million to go” 
speech in response the murder of a young 
Indian, the Attorney General is. still 
“looking into it.” 

Searchlight would like to know what 
exactly there is to look into. It is quite 
obvious that the speech was inflammatory 
and warranted immediate prosecution. It is 
equally apparent that the reason for the 
long delay is political based upon its 
timidity in the face of spreading racialism 
and a large increase in votes for the fascists. 

Opponents of racism are disturbed by 
the Home Secretary's “liberal” approach, 
allowing extremists from America, Holland 
and Rhodesia into England to address 
fascist meetings which contrasts sharply 
with his refusal to admit the editor of US 
investigative journal Counterspy, 
dedicated to unmasking the illegal and 
anti-democratic nature of the CIA. 

By reiterating the banal cliché - “whilst 
deploring the National Front and 
everything it stands for, we must preserve 
free speech” — the Home Secretary fails to 
understand that violence and intimidation 
is not a “freedom” that democratic society 
can accept. 
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NF loses direction 


AN NF march in Liverpool proved to be an 
inauspicious start for the newly purged 
leadership of the party. 

Having cleaned out of the Directorate all 
those who had reservations about its links 
with convicted Italian terrorists, the Front 
managed to assemble only around 40 
members for what was supposed to be a 
national mobilisation. Only one leading 
figure, Phil Andrews, was seen to attend and 
others like Nick Griffin and John Field are 
being roundly accused of incompetence for 
misdirecting another 30 or so marchers so 
that they failed to arrive at all. 

With a handful of local British National 
Party members also turning out in 
support, the Front were given a hard time 
of it by two large anti-fascist counter 
demonstrations which together numbered 
about a thousand people. The city’s Black 
Caucus, which has led protests against 
two recent BNP meetings, played a 


prominent role in organizing opposition to 
the Front march. 

Four Fronters were chased from the Pier 
Head, and another small group tagged 
onto the end of a Lord Mayor's procession 
to avoid being spotted. 
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Nazi war criminals lose US 
citizenship 


Three war criminals, directly involved 
in the murder of thousands of Jews in 
Poland, Belarus and Lithuania, have been 
stripped of their American citizenship. 

A Detroit man, Mr Hammer, was 
denaturalised because he concealed his 
wartime activities from officials. Hammer 
served in the Nazi SS-Totenkopf 
Sturmbann and was an SS guard at both 
Auschwitz and Sachsenhausen. 

The second victory was against 
Aleksandras Lileikis. Lileikis was the chief 
of the Nazi-sponsored Lithuanian Security 
Police for Vilnius. He was charged with 
playing an integral role in the destruction 
of the Jewish community of Vilnius. 
Documents ordering the handing over of 
Jews to the “Ypatingas Burys” (a volunteer 
squad of Lithuanians that shot to death 
Jews) and to the German Security Police 
bear Lileikis’s signature. 

The third is Juozas Budreika, who served 
in a Lithuanian battalion that was involved 
in mass killings of Jews. Budreika was in 
the 2nd/12th Lithuania Schutzmannschaft 
Battalion, which was armed, sponsored 
and controlled by Nazi Germany. 
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HOPE NOT HATE 


Wear our multi-coloured beacon against racism and fascism. 


Shirt just £12.99 with all profits to Searchlight 
local campaigns against the BNP. 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


a loony manifesto titled 
Revolution in the welfare state, 
members of a shadowy nazi group 

= known to the public only as the 
Terror Cell advocated the murder of 
police officers. Now they are at the 
centre of a nazi campaign to steal 
classified police information. 

The Swedish law enforcement 
authorities have suspected leaks of 
information to the far right for som 


time. At the end of January a civil 
servant for the security police, Sapo, 
warned a number of police districts that 
the extreme right had been sniffing 
around for several months asking for 
details about the work and working 
hours of individual police officers.. 
Two weeks later, a further warning 
was sent to county police authorities 
accompanied by a document seen by the 
Swedish anti-fascist magazine Expo. 
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departments. It seems that thousands of 


documents have been ordered from 
police files and Sapo has still not been 
able to establish fully how much 
material has been accessed. They have 
also managed to get hold of classified 
information by using the police 
officer's name. 

In its second communication, Sapo 
describes this fiasco as “troublesome 
and difficult to investigate” because 
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